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Introduction 

FAB Link Limited (“FAB Link”) was granted an Interconnector Licence under Section 6 of the Electricity 
Act 1989 on 26th March 2014 by the Gas and Electricity Markets Authority. This statement sets out how 
FAB Link will carry out its statutory duty under Schedule 9 of the Electricity Act 1989 in relation to the 
preservation of amenity. 

The FAB (France-Alderney-Britain) Link project is a proposed 1,400 MW electricity interconnector 
connecting France and Great Britain via the Channel Island of Alderney.  The interconnector will include 
subsea and underground electricity cables and a converter station at each end of the link for converting 
the direct current to alternating current. It is being developed by Transmission Investment, together with 
the French grid company RTE (Réseau de Transport d’Électricité) and Alderney based tidal power 
developer Alderney Renewable Energy (ARE).  FAB Link is a joint venture between Transmission 
Investment and ARE. FAB Link will own the assets in Alderney and Britain (the subject of this statement) 
and RTE will own the assets in France. 

When formulating any relevant proposals (including the installation of an electric line and the execution of 
any other works in connection with the transmission of electricity as defined in Schedule 9 of the Electricity 
Act. 1989), FAB Link, as an interconnector licence holder, shall: 

 
• Have regard to the desirability of preserving natural beauty, of conserving flora, fauna and 

geological or physiographical features of special interest and of protecting sites, buildings and 
objects of architectural, historic or archaeological interest; and 

 
• Do what he reasonably can to mitigate any effect which the proposals would have on the 

natural beauty of the countryside or on any such flora, fauna, features, sites, buildings or 
objects. 

 

This is referred to as the “duty to preserve amenity”. Appendix 1 sets out further detail on this duty. 

This statement has been prepared following consultation with the Schedule 9 statutory consultees. It deals 
only with the duty falling under Schedule 9 of the Act. 

 

Project of Common Interest 
 

The UK Government supports electricity interconnection projects (DECC 20131).  It believes that they will 
contribute to the three pillars of UK energy policy i.e. affordability, security and decarbonisation, including 
through facilitating a single European electricity market.  The proposed FAB Link project would create an 
opportunity to increase the sharing of power between Great Britain and mainland Europe and an 
opportunity to connect a new renewable energy source at Alderney, which has some of the strongest tidal 
currents in Europe. 

                                                           
1 More interconnection: improving energy security and lowering bills. DECC. December 2013. 
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The European Commission (EC 20152) has called for 10% of Europe’s electricity network capacity to be 
interconnected by 2020.  The EC believes this level of interconnection is vital to a fully functioning common 
electricity market and will facilitate the decarbonisation and climate policy targets to which the European 
Union has committed. 

FAB Link also applied to become a European Project of Common Interest (PCI) as defined by EU 
Regulation 347/2013 on Trans-European Networks for Energy, the ‘TEN-E Regulation’.  It was accepted 
as ‘1.7.1 France – UK interconnection between Cotentin (FR) and the vicinity of Exeter (UK) (FAB project)’ 
in 2013. A PCI is a project which is recognised as being crucial to an integrated EU energy market.   

In May 2014, DECC3 set out guidance for PCI project promoters on the process for gaining consents for 
PCIs. This describes how the existing planning and consents regimes in the UK will be used to provide 
the ‘permit granting process’ required in the TEN-E Regulations for delivering PCIs. In this process DECC 
has delegated the task of facilitating the co-ordination of the permit granting process to the MMO in the 
case of PCIs for which a marine licence will be the primary consent required. On 30 June 2014 the Marine 
Management Organisation (MMO) accepted the proposed FAB Link interconnector into the permit granting 
process. The MMO has prepared a schedule of the permit granting process as required under Article 
10(4)(b) of TEN-E Regulations. 

Interconnector works 

The interconnector works in the UK and Alderney will include four 320kV High Voltage Direct Current 
cables (most likely to be laid in bundled pairs), with route lengths of approximately 15 km onshore in the 
UK, 1 km onshore in Alderney and 150 km offshore in UK and Alderney waters. The works would also 
include a converter station for converting the direct current into alternating current to be located near 
Exeter Airport and approximately 5 km of double circuit 400kV High Voltage Alternating Current 
underground cable which will connect to the existing National Grid Exeter 400kV substation east of 
Broadclyst near Exeter where it will connect to the national grid network. 

Consent decisions and opinions 

The key decisions and opinions to be obtained from UK authorities comprise  
• Environmental Impact Assessment screening under the Marine Works (Environmental Impact 

Assessment) Regulations 2007 (as amended) and the Town and Country Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2011 (as amended); 

• Planning permission under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (the 1990 Act) – decision 
to be made by East Devon District Council (EDDC); 

• A marine licence under the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 (the 2009 Act) – decision to 
be made by the Marine Management Organisation (MMO); 

• Comprehensive decision under the TEN-E Regulation – decision to be made by the MMO. 

                                                           
2 Achieving the 10% electricity interconnection target; making Europe's electricity grid fit for 2020.  European Commission. February 
2015. 

3 Manual of Procedures: The permitting process for Projects of Common Interest in the UK. DECC. May 2014. 
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In January 2016, EDDC issued a screening opinion under Regulation 5(1) of the Town and Country 
Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) Regulations 2011 which confirmed 
that the proposed converter station is not EIA Development and does not therefore need to be the subject 
of a formal Environmental Impact Assessment.  The underground cables are permitted development on 
land in the UK and do not require environmental impact assessment. 

In February 2016, the MMO issued a screening opinion under the Marine Works (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 2007 (as amended) which confirmed that the proposed works do not fall under 
Annex I or Annex II of the EIA Directive and does not therefore need to be the subject of a formal 
Environmental Impact Assessment. 

FAB Link expects to submit all consent applications before the end of 2016. Subject to the outcome of the 
consent applications, this will allow the project to move into the construction phase from 2018 in time to 
contribute to meeting the European Commission’s 2020 targets. 

 

Schedule 9 Guidelines for development of relevant proposals 
 
In formulating relevant proposals for the FAB Link project, FAB Link will have regard to the desirability 
of preserving natural beauty, of conserving both onshore and offshore flora, fauna and geological or 
physiographical features of special interest and of protecting sites, buildings and objects of architectural, 
historic or archaeological interest. The manner in which this will be done is set out below. 

Public consultation 

As a result of the FAB Link project being designated as a Project of Common Interest, the requirements 
set out in EU Regulation 347/2013 (“The Regulation on Guidelines for Trans-European Energy 
Infrastructure”) apply. In accordance with this Regulation, FAB Link submitted a Concept for Public 
Participation to the relevant national authorities which was approved in January 2015 and is also available 
on the FAB Link project website (www.fablink.net). 

Stakeholders likely to be affected by the FAB Link project will be consulted at a formative stage of the 
project when sufficient information regarding the proposals is available and before any consent 
applications have been submitted. FAB Link will arrange a series of public meetings that will describe the 
project and give attendees the opportunity to seek clarification, offer advice and register comments. FAB 
Link shall have regard to the information and representations provided through these consultations in 
formulating its proposals. 
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Appendix 1 

Extracts from Schedule 9 of the Electricity Act 1989 

 

Paragraph 1 
 
(1) In formulating any relevant proposals, a licence holder or a person authorised by exemption to 

generate, distribute, supply or participate in the transmission of electricity — 
 

(a) shall have regard to the desirability of preserving natural beauty, of conserving flora, fauna 
and geological or physiographical features of special interest and of protecting sites, buildings 
and objects of architectural, historic or archaeological interest; and 

 
(b) shall do what he reasonably can to mitigate any effect which the proposals would have on the 

natural beauty of the countryside or on any such flora, fauna, features, sites, buildings or 
objects. 

 
(3) In this paragraph— 

“building” includes structure; 

“relevant proposals” means any proposals— 
 

(a) for the construction or extension of a generating station of a capacity not less than 10 
megawatts, or for the operation of such a station in a different manner; 

 
(b) for the installation (whether above or below ground) of an electric line; or 

 
(c) for the execution of any other works for or in connection with the transmission or supply of 

electricity 

Paragraph 2 
 
(1) A licence holder shall within twelve months from the grant of his licence prepare, and from time to 

time modify, a statement setting out the manner in which he proposes to perform his duty 
under paragraph 1(1) above, including in particular the consultation procedures which he intends 
to follow. 
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