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9 Land Use and Recreation 

Introduction  

9.1 This chapter considers the potential impacts on land use, including agriculture and soils, and 

recreation from the proposed FAB Link HVDC/HVAC interconnector cable in the context of FAB 

Link Limited’ duties as an interconnector licence holder) under Schedule 9 of the Electricity Act 

1989. It draws on relevant guidance, identifies the likely impact risks and sets out a draft method 

statement of mitigation measures and/or best practice measures to mitigate effects.  

9.2 The assessment considers the likely impacts on the following resources during the construction 

and operation of the proposed development: 

 Soil types and patterns of soils; 

 The quality of the agricultural land according to the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and 

Food (MAFF) Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) Guidelines (MAFF,1988);  

 Farm holdings and/or the farming framework; and 

 Recreational resources (recreational facilities, areas of public access and public rights of 

way (PRoW). 

Assessment Methodology 

Policy and Guidance 

National Planning Policy Framework  

9.3 Paragraph 109 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) published in 2012, states that 

the planning system should contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by 

protecting, inter alia, geological conservation interests and soils. With regard to the development 

of agricultural land, NPPF states that: ‘Where significant development of agricultural land is 

demonstrated to be necessary, local planning authorities should seek to use areas of poorer 

quality land in preference to that of a higher quality’ (Paragraph 112) (DCLG, 2012). 

9.4 Recreation is acknowledged as having a key role in the health and well-being of the local 

population and in promoting healthy communities in Section 8 and paragraph 171  (DCLG, 2012). 

Planning Practice Guidance 

9.5 Planning Practice Guidance (DCLG, 2014), states that local planning authorities are expected to 

take into account the economic and other benefits of the best and most versatile agricultural land.  

It also identifies ALC as a method for assessing the quality of farmland to enable informed 

choices to be made about its future use within the planning system. 

9.6 Guidance in relation to recreational resources is set out under the following headings: 
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 Open space, sports and recreation facilities – which states that open space should be taken 

into account in planning for new development and considering proposals that may affect 

existing open space (including all open space of public value, from formal sports pitches to 

open areas within a development, linear corridors and country parks). 

 Public rights of way and National Trails – which states that public rights of way form an 

important component of sustainable transport links and should be protected or enhanced. 

 Local Green Space designation – which explains that this designation is a way to provide 

special protection against development for green areas of particular importance to local 

communities. 

Consultation 

9.7 The following consultation has been undertaken with respect to land use and recreational 

resources.  

Table 9.1: Consultation Responses Relevant to this Chapter 

Date Consultee and Issues Raised How/ Where Addressed 

28th 
September 
2015 

Natural England (Meeting) 

 Potential cable routes through the 
Pebblebed Heaths were discussed.  
Natural England noted there had been 
some rationalization of parking on the 
western side of the Pebblebed Heaths 
and that general works in the road on 
that side may lead to disruption to 
visitors/recreational users. 

 

The proposed cable route 
avoids the A3052 and the car 
park.  

5th 
November 
2015 

Environment Agency (Meeting) 

 Discussed the Environment Agency’s 
plans for the Lower River Otter 
Restoration Project and the potential for 
FAB Link Ltd to be involved in delivering 
improvements to the western footpath.   

 

A new all-purpose non-
motorised user (NMU) route 
will be delivered as part of 
the proposed development.  

6th 
November 
2015 

Otter Valley Association (Civic Society)(Meeting) 

 Otter Valley Association (OVA) 
expressed desire to see greater footpath 
access along the Otter Valley, noting 
residents used to walk along the disused 
railway track, prior to Clinton Devon 
Estate (CDE) turning this into a private 
farm access track. OVE are keen to 
extend cycle access along entirety of 
valley, but recognised that CDE are 
obviously the key decision maker in 
terms of future access strategy in the 
Otter Valley. 

 The importance of South West Coast 
Path was discussed and high numbers 

 

 

 

As stated above, a new all-
purpose NMU route will be 
delivered as part of the 
proposed development along 
the approximate alignment of 
existing Budleigh Salterton 
Footpath 12.  
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Date Consultee and Issues Raised How/ Where Addressed 

of users throughout the year. 

 OVA opposed to disruptive temporary 
road closures and diversions. 

 

An assessment of impacts on 
the South West Coast Path 
and temporary traffic 
management measures  is 
included. 

18th 
February 
2016 

Environment Agency (Meeting)  

 Potential collaboration on footpath 
improvements was discussed. It was 
noted that Devon County 
Highways/footpath department would not 
support an improvement to the Otter 
Valley footpath if of the same 
specification as the Exe Estuary cycle 
way, which is tarmac. If FAB Link Ltd 
were to propose this route, Environment 
Agency suggested a discussion to clarify 
with Devon County Council specification 
of any restoration. 

 

As stated above, a new all-
purpose NMU route will be 
delivered as part of the 
proposed development, the 
specification of which will be 
agreed with the relevant 
stakeholders. FAB Link Ltd 
are not proposing a tarmac 
surface for this route like the 
Exe Estuary cycle way. 

Methodology 

Assessment Guidance 

9.8 The land use, agriculture and soils assessment takes into account the following advice/guidance, 

together with professional judgement on the nature and magnitude of change, in order to 

determine the likely impacts on land use (including recreation), agriculture and soil resources. 

 Planning Practice Guidance (DCLG, 2014) relating to soils and agricultural land, and open 

space, sports and recreation facilities, public rights of way and local green space; 

 Guidance provided by the Highways Agency for linear schemes set out in the Design 

Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) Volume 11, Section 3 (Parts 6 ‘Land Use’ and 8 

‘Pedestrians, Cyclists, Equestrians and Community Effects’) (Highways Agency, 

1993)(Highways Agency et al., 2001). 

Study Area 

9.9 The study area for this topic comprises the proposed cable route, construction working 

areas/compounds and site access routes  together with any land use, agricultural or recreational 

resources that are located immediately proximate to these areas or linked to them.  

Baseline Methodology  

Land Use 

9.10 The identification of the existing baseline conditions in relation to agricultural land use and soils 

has been undertaken by a desk study of available published information and site survey to 

identify:  
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 soil types and patterns of soils through the study area; 

 the quality of the agricultural land determined by the application of the MAFF Agricultural 

Land Classification system (MAFF,1988); and 

 the nature and pattern of farm holdings or the farming framework across the study area.  

Agricultural Land Classification and Soils Desk Study 

9.11 A review of existing information, including the following published data, has been undertaken to 

for the assessment of the likely agricultural land classification (ALC) of the study area: 

 MAFF: 1 inch to 1 mile ALC Sheet 176 and accompanying Reports; 

 Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (Defra): Multi-Agency Geographic 

Information for the Countryside (MAGIC) Portal (Defra, 2016); 

 Soil Survey of England and Wales: Soils of South West England 1: 250,000 and 

accompanying Regional Bulletin; 

 British Geological Survey (BGS) data from BGS Internet Portal (BGS, 2016);  and 

 Met Office Climatological Data for Agricultural Land Classification (The Meteorological Office, 

1989).  

Farming Framework 

9.12 Information on the pattern of agricultural land use and the farming framework likely to be affected 

by the proposed development has been collated from the following sources: 

 Government Farming Statistical Data https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/structure-

of-the-agricultural-industryand 

 Other available mapped information that provides information on the characteristics of 

farming within the study area.  

Recreation 

9.13 The recreation baseline study has identified recreational facilities, areas of public access and 

public rights of way. The desk study used the following source materials.    

 Ordnance Survey mapping; 

 Definitive Map of public rights of way (PRoW); 

 Registers of Common Land, Town and Village Greens; 

 Sustrans web based data at www.sustrans.org.uk; 

 East Devon District Council at www.eastdevon.gov.uk;  

 MAGIC at magic.gov.uk. 
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Potential Impacts – Land Use, Agriculture and Soils 

Construction Impacts 

9.14 The assessment of impacts is based on the identification of the likely impacts arising during the 

construction phase of the proposed development.  This assessment work includes the 

consideration of impacts set out in Table 9.2 below. 

Table 9.2 Potential Impacts During Construction 

Potential Impacts: Construction 

Impacts on soil resources arising from the stripping, storage and restoration of soil materials. 

Impacts on agricultural land quality – the likely impact on the quality of agricultural land, in 
particular, on the “best and most versatile” Grade 1, 2 and 3a land due to soil stripping, storage 
and restoration activities. 

Impacts on agricultural land including the temporary loss of land from landholdings along the 
cable route or at construction compounds and the likely impacts on the management of land 
due to construction activities. 

Operational Impacts 

9.15 The assessment of impacts is based on the identification of the likely impacts arising during the 

operational phase of the proposed development.  The assessment work includes the 

consideration of the impacts set out in Table 9.3 below. 

Table 9.3 Potential Impacts During Operation 

Potential Impacts: Operation 

Impacts on soil resources – the permanent loss of soil materials. 

Impacts on agricultural land quality – the permanent loss of agricultural land quality and in 
particular the loss of the “best and most versatile” agricultural land. 

Impacts on agricultural land use – the permanent loss of land from landholdings and the 
impacts on farming operations and workability of holdings. 

Potential Impacts on Recreational Resources 

9.16 A qualitative assessment of the potential impacts on recreational resources, based on 

professional judgement, has been undertaken to indicate the potential impacts on these 

receptors, taking into account the nature and scale of the predicted impact.  This assessment 

includes the consideration of impacts set out in Table 9.4 below. 

Table 9.4: Potential Impacts on Recreational Resources 

Potential Impacts: Recreational Resources 

Loss of resource and/or quality and integrity of resource; severe damage to key characteristics, 
features or elements e,g, permanent loss of a promoted recreational route/public right of way or 
part of a promoted route such as the south West Coast Path. 
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Potential Impacts: Recreational Resources 

Large scale or major improvement of resource quality; extensive restoration or enhancement; 
major improvement of attribute quality e.g. the delivery of a new recreational resource or major 
improvement to an existing resource.. 

Loss of resource, but not adversely affecting the integrity; partial loss of/damage to key 
characteristics, features or elements e.g. the loss of a public right of way that does not affect 
the integrity of the local network.. 

Benefit to, or addition of, key characteristics, features or elements; improvement of attribute 
quality e.g. the improvement to the surface of a recreational route; the provision of new signage 
or street furniture.  . 

No loss or alteration of characteristics, features or elements; no observable impact in either 
direction. 

Limitations of the Assessment 

9.17 This assessment has been informed by the results of a desk based baseline study.  No site visits 

have been undertaken but notwithstanding this there are no known limitations that would affect 

the robustness of the assessment.   

Risk Assessment 

Baseline 

Agricultural Land Use and Soils and Agricultural Land Quality – Desk Top Information 

Climatic Data  

9.18 Specific climatic data obtained from The Met Office's standard 5 kilometre (km) grid point data set 

is used in the assessment of limitations in the Agricultural Land Classification System (MAFF, 

1988).  Data for five representative locations at points along the proposed cable route are 

provided below.  

Table 9.5 Climatic Data 

 Pulhayes 
Farm 

Naps Lane Nr. 
Canterbury 
Green 

Converter 
Station 

Exeter 
Substation 

Reference Point  SY 071 842 SY 069 884 SY 043 895 SY 017 934 SY 008 974 

Altitude (m)  10 55 110 40 30 

Accumulated 
Temp. ATO (day 
degrees) 

1589 1536 1473 1552 1562 

Average Annual 
Rainfall AAR 
(mm) 

812 844 858 787 803 

Maximum ALC 1 1 1 1 1 
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 Pulhayes 
Farm 

Naps Lane Nr. 
Canterbury 
Green 

Converter 
Station 

Exeter 
Substation 

Grade  

Field Capacity 
Duration (days) 

170 176 178 167 170 

Moisture Deficit 
for wheat (mm) 

113 109 103 112 112 

Moisture Deficit 
for potatoes 
(mm) 

109 102 93 106 106 

9.19 The data are typical of the relatively moist but warm conditions of South West England and the 

climate does not, in itself, impose any agricultural limitation along any part of the route.  However, 

there are some soil-climate interactions which have to be taken into account.  In particular, where 

the soils have any degree of defective drainage, then the Field Capacity Duration has to be taken 

into account.  Conversely, where the soils are well drained but likely to be droughty because of 

their textures, stoniness or restricted depth, the climatic moisture deficits which build up in the 

summer can be critical in determining the ALC grade. 

Geology and Soils 

9.20 The local bedrock geology consists of various sedimentary rocks of Permian and Triassic age.  In 

the east, from Budleigh Salterton north towards the settlement of Stoneyford (southwest of 

Newton Poppleford), these consist of the Otter sandstone (formerly Keuper Sandstone).  From 

the vicinity of Stoneyford west for a short distance, the route runs over stony conglomerates of 

the Budleigh Salterton Pebblebeds (formerly the Bunter Pebble Beds).  Thereafter, the underlying 

solid geology for the rest of route to the Exeter Substation is mainly the Littleham and Aylesbeare 

Mudstones of Permo-Triassic age which consist of reddish-brown silty mudstone and clayey 

siltstone.  All these soils produce soils with a distinctive reddish colour and so this area of South 

Devon is often referred to as the Redland of South Devon.  

9.21 The main superficial (drift) deposits are alluvium of various sorts along the valleys of the 

numerous watercourses which cut into the solid geology, in particular along the floor of the River 

Otter and the watercourses between the proposed Converter Station and the Exeter Substation. 

9.22 Elsewhere, the geological map does not show the presence of any superficial deposits.  

However, the soil map (see below) indicates a thin covering of slightly more loamy material over 

the Littleham and Aylesbeare Mudstones, meaning that the soils are formed partly in this and 

partly in the underlying mudstone and siltstone. 

9.23 The best overall picture of the soils along the route and their relationship with the geology is 

provided by the 1:250,000 scale National Soil Map of which the relevant portion of Sheet 5 

(South West England) as shown on Figure 9.1 with the approximate route alignment overlaid 

onto it.  This map shows geographic groupings of soils called Soil Associations, usually related to 

specific parent materials.  Within each Association, there are likely to be a number of more tightly 
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defined soil types known as soil series of which the commonest one gives its name to the 

Association, as in the examples below.  The general correlations can be summarised in Table 9.6 

as follows. 

Table 9.6: Soil Associations – 1:250,000 National Soil Map 

Map 
Symbol 

Soil 
Association 

Parent Material 
(Geology) 

General Description 

541b BROMSGRO
VE 

Otter (Keuper) 
Sandstone 

Well drained reddish coarse loamy soils mainly 
over soft sandstone, but deep in places. 

631e GOLDSTON
E 

Budleigh 
Salterton (Bunter) 
Pebble Beds  

Well drained very acid, very stony, sandy soils 
with a bleached subsurface horizon, over 
conglomerate.  Associated with less acid and 
less stony coarse loamy soils over sandstone. 

572f WHIMPLE 3 Thin loamy drift 
over Littleham 
and Aylesbeare 
Mudstones 

Reddish fine loamy or fine silty over clayey 
soils with slowly permeable subsoils and slight 
seasonal waterlogging.  Some similar clayey 
soils on brows.  Slowly permeable seasonally 
waterlogged fine loamy and fine silty over 
clayey soils on lower slopes. 

711b BROCKHUR
ST 1 

Thin loamy drift 
over Littleham 
and Aylesbeare 
Mudstones 

Slowly permeable seasonally waterlogged 
reddish fine loamy over clayey soils.  Some 
similar soils with slowly permeable subsoils 
and slight seasonal waterlogging. 

811b CONWAY River Alluvium 
(silty) 

Deep, stoneless fine silty and clayey soils 
variably affected by groundwater on flat land 
with risk of flooding. 

813e WALLASEA 
1 

Marine Alluvium 
(clayey) 

Deep, stoneless non-calcareous and 
calcareous clayey soils. Soils locally have 
humose or peaty surface horizons.  
Groundwater controlled by ditches and pumps, 
Flat land, Slight risk of flooding 

9.24 In these descriptions, the term “fine loamy” indicates sandy clay loam and clay loam textures and 

“fine silty” indicates silty clay loam textures.  “Coarse loamy” indicates sandy loam and sandy silt 

loam textures. 

9.25 The 1:250,000 scale National Soil Map was compiled from the results of earlier more detailed soil 

maps and reconnaissance surveying for areas not having any previous detailed soil maps.  The 

Exeter area was the subject of a more detailed map published in 1971 at a scale of 1:63,360.  

This shows the distribution of individual soil series, defined as a group of soils with similar 

profiles, developed in lithologically similar parent materials.  

9.26 The relevant portion, which covers that part of the route west of Easting SY07 is shown on Figure 

9.2 with the approximate route overlaid onto it. 

9.27 With due allowance for the differences in scale, there is a very good correlation between the two 

soil maps which is not surprising given that the 1:250,000 scale National Soil Map was based on 
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a simplification of the more detailed 1:63,360 map information where this was available.  Thus 

the 1:63,360 scale soil map simply provides locally more detailed information which can assist in 

determining the appropriate ALC gradings.  It also shows patches of soils which are too small to 

show separately on the National Soil Map, particularly in the case of thin strips of poorly drained 

soils on alluvium along some of the watercourses. 

National Soil Map Association 811b (CONWAY) 

9.28 The first part of the route north from the coast at Budleigh Salterton is not covered by the more 

detailed 1:63,360 scale soil map.  The 1:250,000 scale National Soil Map shows most of this part 

of the route north to the vicinity of Kersbrook on the northern outskirts of Budleigh Satlerton as 

the CONWAY Association (811b).  Typical soils of the Conway series have a dark greyish brown, 

silty clay loam topsoil over a prominently mottled, greyish brown, silty clay loam to silty clay 

subsoil.  The greyish colours and colour mottling are collectively called “gleying” and are 

indicative of soil formation under poorly drained conditions.  Even after the installation of artificial 

underdrainage, such soils are likely to remain in Wetness Class IV on a scale ranging from I (well 

drained) to VI (very poorly drained). 

National Soil Map Association 541b (BROMSGROVE) 

9.29 From the vicinity of Kesbrook the route turns north-westward onto progressively higher ground 

with soils shown on the National Soil Map as the BROMSGROVE Association (541b).  This 

continues north to the area around Stoneyford, located south west of Newton Poppleford.  This 

part of the route west of Easting 07 is covered by the 1:63,360 scale soil map and it is reasonable 

to assume that had this map been extended eastwards to cover the rest of the route over the 

BROMSGROVE Association (541b) it would have shown the same soils. 

9.30 However, the 1:63,360 scale soil map shows this section of the route as having soils of the 

related but somewhat more sandy Bridgnorth series (map symbol Be) developed over 

consolidated sandstone rather than the deeper and more loamy Bromsgrove series soils over 

unconsolidated sandstone. A typical profile of the Bridgnorth series consists of a dark reddish 

brown, sandy loam topsoil over a reddish brown subsoil initially of a similar texture but becoming 

more sandy with depth (loamy sand and sand), with bedded sandstone within 80cm of the 

surface. The soils are well drained (Wetness Class I).  

9.31 This part of the route crosses one or two small watercourses, on the valley floors of which there 

is likely to be poorly or very poorly drained soils usually shown on the 1:63,360 scale soil map as 

Mixed Bottom Land (map symbol MB) but too small to be shown as separate entities on the 

National Soil Map. 

National Soil Map Association 631e (GOLDSTONE) 

9.32 A short stretch of the route west from about Stoneyford runs over stony conglomerates of the 

Budleigh Salterton Pebblebeds (formerly the Bunter Pebble Beds).  The soils are shown as the 

GOLDSTONE Association (631e) on the National Soil Map and as a stony phase of the 

Bridgnorth series (map symbol bE/) on the 1:63,360 scale soil map.  Whatever the name given to 

the soils on this part of the route, they will undoubtedly be well drained (Wetness Class I), sandy 

and very stony. 
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National Soil Map Association 572f (WHIMPLE 3) and 711b (BROCKHURST 1) 

9.33 The remainder of route northwards to the Exeter Substation has mainly soils developed in a thin 

covering of drift over Permo-Triassic mudstones and some poorly drained soils in alluvium or 

Mixed Bottom land along some of the watercourses. 

9.34 According to the 1:63,360 scale soil map the first part of this, however, runs across two areas of 

the Kiddens series soils.  These are developed in a relatively thick covering of loam and gravelly 

drift.  They are characterised by their poor drainage such that a surface build-up of peat or a very 

humose topsoil is likely. Such soils are in Wetness Class IV or possibly V. 

9.35 Over the remainder of the route, the main soils are developed in relatively thin loamy drift over 

mudstone.  Two main soil series are represented, the better drained Whimple series (map 

symbol wM on the 1:63,360 scale soil map) and the Brinsea series (map symbol bS), which is 

less well drained.  The Brinsea series has since been renamed the Brockhurst series. 

9.36 Areas dominated by the better drained Whimple series are duly shown on the 1:250,000 scale 

National Soil Map as the WHIMPLE 3 Association (572f) and the less well drained Brinsea or 

Brockhurst series as the BROCKHURST 1 Association (711b).  It is clear from the descriptions of 

the Associations and series in the Bulletin and Memoir accompanying the soil maps that areas of 

each Association or series are likely to include at least some of the other soil type.  

9.37 The Memoir accompanying the 1:63,360 scale soil map describes a typical profile of a Whimple 

series soil as having a dark brown, loam or silt loam topsoil over a slightly heavier textured, 

slightly mottled, upper subsoil with a slowly permeable silty clay lower subsoil starting at more 

than about 40 cm from the surface.  The Brockhurst (formerly Brinsea) series has a similar 

textual profile but is more prominently mottled.  In both cases, the clayey lower subsoil acts as a 

Slowly Permeable Layer and is the reason for the colour mottling, called gleying, which is 

characteristic of horizons which are periodically or permanently waterlogged.  The Brockhurst 

(Brinsea) soils also tend to occupy lower-lying land including footslopes and hollows and it is 

likely that seepage from surrounding slightly higher land contributes to their poorer drainage.  In 

the climatic regime of the area, typical Whimple soils would be in Wetness Class II or III and the 

less well drained Brockhurst (Brinsea) soils in Wetness Class lV on a scale ranging from I (well 

drained) to VI (very poorly drained). 

9.38 The textures quoted in the Memoir accompanying the 1:63,360 scale soil map are according to a 

textural classification which has subsequently been revised and re-assessment of the particle 

size analysis data according to the current system (and that used for ALC purposes) would put 

the textures as more likely to be in the medium clay loam to a medium silty clay loam rather than 

loam or silt loam.  This would then bring the descriptions into line with the general descriptions of 

these two Associations in the Bulletin accompanying the South West England sheet of the 

1:250,000 scale National Soil Map as a fine loamy (i.e. clay loam) or fine silty (i.e. silty clay loam) 

over clayey.  

9.39 Most of the route has the better drained Whimple soils with the less well drained Brockhurst 

(Brinsea) soils confined to areas in the vicinity of the Hawkerland Valley (0589) and Canterbury 

Green (0489) and around the location of the proposed FAB Link Converter Station (0193). 
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National Soil Map Association 813e (WALLASEA 1) 

9.40 Only the larger areas of poorly drained soils on alluvium and similar deposits are shown on the 

National Soil Map, between the proposed Converter Station and the Exeter Substation to the 

north although the 1:63,360 scale soil map shows slightly more extensive areas of these.  They 

are classed as Mixed Bottom land (map symbol MB) on the 1:63,360 scale soil map, but the 

National Soil Map classes them as the WALLASEA 1 Association (813e) in the belief that the 

parent material is a clayey marine alluvium.  A typical profile consists of a very dark brown, 

clayey topsoil over a mottled, greyish brown, clayey subsoil.  The profiles are likely to be no 

better than Wetness Class IV or possibly V, but detailed mapping may reveal some better 

drained and/or lighter textured profiles. 

Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) 

9.41 Land quality is conventionally assessed by applying the Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) 

system.  This places land into one of 5 grades; Grade 1 the best, Grade 5 the worst, according to 

the degree to which its physical characteristics impose long-term limitations on its agricultural use 

(range of crops, yields, consistency of performance, inputs required, etc.).  Grade 3 is divided into 

Subgrades 3a and 3b.  The grading is on the basis of physical quality alone and other less 

permanent factors such as chemical fertility, current land use, standard and adequacy of fixed 

equipment, level of management, farm structure and accessibility are not taken into account.  It is 

a classification of land, not just soil, and while information about soil is essential in order to apply 

it accurately, it also takes into account other properties of land such as climate, topography and 

flood risk. 

Published Provisional ALC map 

9.42 A series of Provisional 1:63,360 scale maps indicating the perceived distribution of the five basic 

grades, but not any subdivision of Grade 3 was produced during the 1960s and 1970s.  The 

proposed cable route is on Sheet 176 (Exeter) published in 1972 and Figure 9.3 shows an 

overlay of the approximate cable route onto overlaid onto this plan.  

9.43 The compilers of this map will have had access to the information about the soils of the areas 

provided by the 1:63,360 scale soil map.  Thus there is a fairly close correspondence between 

the various soil types and the ALC gradings applied to them.  Unfortunately, there is no 

accompanying report which would explain where within the undifferentiated Grade 3 shown on 

the Provisional ALC map land high in the grade or low in the grade may occur. 

9.44 There are also some anomalies with different gradings applied to different areas of an apparently 

uniform soil type, probably because of some perceived local circumstances, but the reasons are 

again unknown because of the absence of an accompanying report.  One such anomaly is on the 

poorly drained alluvial soils on that part of the route up the side of the River Otter valley.  The 

southern part of this is shown as Grade 4, but the northern part as undifferentiated Grade 3, 

although probably low in that Grade. 

9.45 Other poor quality land shown as Grade 4 includes some of the Mixed Bottom Land along the 

larger watercourses such as between the proposed Converter Station and the Exeter Substation 

site.  Also in Grade 4 are some of the poorly drained soils of the Kiddens series and the stony 
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infertile soils of the stony phase of the Bridgnorth series on the southern edge of the Hawkerland 

Valley. 

9.46 Conversely, some the best land in the area is considered to be the Bridgnorth series at the 

eastern end of the route, shown as Grades 1 and 2, although the reason for the split between 

these two grades is again not known. 

9.47 Much of the route, with soils of the Whimple and Brockhurst (Brinsea) series is shown as 

undifferentiated Grade 3, but it is probable that had an accompanying Report been written it 

would have said that the better drained Whimple soils were likely to be high in the Grade and the 

less well drained Brockhurst (Brinsea) series low in the Grade. 

Revised ALC System 

9.48 Since the publication of the 1:63,360 Provisional ALC maps, there has been a comprehensive 

revision to the criteria and guidelines for allocating land to particular grades and the former 

Subgrades 3b and 3c have been amalgamated into a single Subgrade 3b. 

9.49 Much of the land around Exeter has been the subject of ALC surveys done using the revised 

(post 1988) system, the results of which are available on the MAGIC website (Defra, 2016). The 

distribution of this survey work is shown on Figure 9.4.  

9.50 The results of these surveys show considerable variation in the quality of land within the same 

soil series.  For example, the Whimple series is graded anything from Grade 2 to Subgrade 3b.  

Similarly, some areas of Brockhurst (Brinsea series) is graded Subgrade 3a, others 3b.  These 

anomalies may occur due to additional complexity in the distribution of specific soil profiles 

observed and/or may be a function of the detail of the survey work carried out by Defra in the 

field. 

9.51 Of the various limitations considered in the revised ALC system, those of Droughtiness and 

Wetness are the main ones which control the gradings of the land along the route.  Of lesser and 

more localised importance are steep gradients, topsoil stoniness and restricted soil depth.  The 

nature of these limitations is described below. 

Droughtiness 

9.52 In the ALC system, a droughtiness limitation is assessed by comparing the ability of the soils to 

supply moisture to crops with the dryness of the climate during the growing season.  More 

specifically, it requires calculation of crop adjusted available water capacities (AP's) for each of 

the soils from their horizon depths, textures, structural conditions and stone content. These AP 

values are then compared with the climatic parameter of Moisture Deficit (MD), which is obtained 

from the Met Office database (data points provided in Table 9.5). 

9.53 This limitation applies only to the well-drained Bridgnorth series (BROMSGOVE Association 

811b) and the patches of stony Bridgnorth series (GOLDSTONE Association 631e) at the eastern 

end of the route. 

9.54 An accurate application of the criteria requires detailed information as to the textures, depths and 

stoniness of the various soil horizons which can only be obtained from a site-specific survey.  

However, an indication of the likely gradings can be obtained by applying the criteria to the 
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description of a typical profile as described in the publications accompanying the soil maps.  This 

analysis suggests that these profiles would be likely to be Subgrade 3a rather than the Grades 1 

and 2 shown on the published Provisional ALC map.  

9.55 The stoniness and restricted depth of a typical stony Bridgnorth series (GOLDSTONE 

Association 631e) as well as droughtiness would limit them to Subgrade 3b at best and they are 

probably Grade 4 as on the on the published Provisional ALC map. 

Wetness 

9.56 For all the other soils along the route, the main limitation is wetness and cultivation problems due 

to their poor drainage in this relatively wet climate.  The gradings take into account the climatic 

parameter of the Duration of Field Capacity, the Wetness Class of the soil profiles and the topsoil 

texture.  Unfortunately, much of the route has soils where even a modest difference in the 

Wetness Class and/or topsoil texture can make a somewhat disproportionate difference to the 

ALC gradings. 

9.57 However, it is relatively easy to apply the criteria where the soils are particularly poorly drained 

and have heavy textures.  These situations would apply to the Conway soils on the valley bottom 

of the Otter Valley and on the Mixed Bottom Land/Wallasea soils, particularly at the northern end 

of the route.  In these locations a grading no higher than Subgrade 3b would apply, but they 

would have to be particularly poorly drained to be downgraded to Grade 4.  Such Grade 4 land is 

possible at the southern end of the route near the coast at Budleigh Salterton where the 

published provisional ALC map shows Grade 4 probably because the compilers of the map noted 

particularly wet conditions here.  Similarly, some of the wettest land around the Exeter Substation 

in the north could be Grade 4 - indeed the published Provisional ALC map actually shows a small 

patch of Grade 5.  

9.58 The small patch of Kiddens series between Morish Cotley (0588) and Hawkerland (0588) is 

difficult to grade accurately on the basis of published information, since the relatively light 

textured topsoil would allow it in Subgrade 3a even if in Wetness Class IV, whereas Wetness 

Class V would relegate it substantially to Grade 4 as, indeed it is shown on the published 

Provisional ALC map.  

9.59 The most difficult gradings to predict are, unfortunately, those for the Whimple and Brockhurst 

(Brinsea) soils.  These dominate most of the route from the vicinity of the Hawkerland Valley to 

the Exeter Substation.  Application of the ALC criteria indicates a grading of Subgrade 3 a for a 

typical Whimple soil in Wetness Class III and with a medium clay loam or medium silty clay loam 

topsoil. However, if the drainage were somewhat better i.e. Wetness Class II, then the grading 

would be Grade 2. From the results of the surveys shown on the MAGIC site (Defra, 2016), it 

would appear that at least some of the route across the areas shown on the soil map as Whimple 

series could be Grade 2.  

9.60 In general, soils of the Brockhurst (Brinsea) series would be expected to give slightly lower 

quality land and, assuming a typical profile as being in Wetness Class IV with a medium clay 

loam or medium silty clay loam topsoil then a grading of 3b is indicated.  As with the Whimple 
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soils, if the drainage were somewhat better, then Subgrade 3a would apply.  The MAGIC site 

tends to grade them as mainly Subgrade 3a with only some Subgrade 3b (Defra, 2016). 

Other Limitations 

9.61 Slopes along most of the proposed route are gentle or moderate and in themselves would pose 

no agricultural limitation.  However, there are pockets of land along the route where gradients 

may exceed 7° and these areas would be limited to Subgrade 3b, at best, according to the ALC 

guidelines (MAFF, 1988).  

9.62 As already noted, the extent to which some of the lower lying land is at risk from flooding is not 

known, but could be an important factor locally in determining the appropriate ALC grading 

notably in the Otter Valley and on some of the low-lying land in the extreme north around the 

Exeter Substation. 

9.63 Excessive topsoil stoniness in the stony Bridgnorth series (GOLDSTONE Association 631e) has 

already been noted as a potential limitation together with droughtiness,  to Subgrade 3b at best 

and probably Grade 4, as shown the on the published Provisional ALC map. 

Agricultural Land Use 

9.64 In terms of potential impacts of the proposal on the agricultural productivity within the local area, 

the following table summarises the Government statistical data 2013 

(https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/structure-of-the-agricultural-industry) illustrating the 

distribution of agricultural land use in the Exeter and East Devon District compared to that for 

England as a whole. 

Table 9.7 Farming Statistics – Exeter and East Devon 

 Cereals (ha) Arable 
(excluding 
cereals) (ha) 

Fruit and 
Vegetables 
(ha) 

Grassland (ha) 

Exeter and East 
Devon District 

7,249 (12%) 6,270 (11%)  465 (<1%) 44,961 (76%) 

England  2,492,296 (30%) 1,372,988 (16%) 128,094 (1.5%) 4,412,696 (52.5%) 

9.65 The statistics show the dominance of grassland livestock based farming enterprises in the Exeter 

and East Devon District, with approximately 76% of the farmland comprising agricultural 

grassland.  This contrasts with the higher proportion of arable land within England as a whole 

which comprises a total of only 52% agricultural grassland.  

9.66 A study of aerial photography across the area covered by the route also indicates the high 

proportion of agricultural grassland affected by the proposal, with smaller pockets of arable land 

located along the route.  

Recreation 

9.67 The proposed cable route runs in a general south-north direction between the landfall at Budleigh 

Salterton to the proposed converter station site near Exeter Airport and onwards to the Exeter 
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Substation.  It generally runs through agricultural land passing near the settlements of East 

Budleigh, Otterton, Colaton Raleigh, Rockbeare and Cranbrook.  Recreational resources crossed 

by or close to the proposed cable route corridor are identified on Figure 9.5. 

9.68 The cable route does not cross any areas of ‘Access Land’, as designated under the Countryside 

and Rights of Way Act 2000, but does run adjacent to Hawkerland Valley where there is a right of 

public access on foot. 

9.69 From the landfall, the cable route described as Option 1 in Chapter 2: Project Description passes 

from the working area in Lime Kiln beach side car park to Granary Lane in Budleigh Salterton.  It 

does not impact on the children’s play area lying to the immediate north of the car park or the 

Otter Estuary Nature Reserve which lies to the east of the car park.  

9.70 The cable route then cuts across the access road into the Budleigh Salterton Cricket Club 

grounds from Granary Lane and continues northwards to the west, but outside, the extent of the 

cricket field..  The clubs website (http://www.budleighsaltertoncricketclub.com) states that it is 

one of the longest established clubs in the county with the first match reports dating back to 

1858, which today is a thriving organisation, well supported by the community.  The present 

ground was constructed in 1934 and the club runs 3 senior sides and 7 colts teams participating 

in the East Devon Youth Cricket League. However, there are plans to re-locate the club to higher 

ground subject to the outcome of the consultations on the River Otter Restoration.Further north, 

the cable route passes by, but does not impact upon, a number of recreational resources such as 

Bicton Park Botanical Gardens and Upham Farm Fisheries.  South of the mainline railway, the 

cable route runs through the area designated as a Country Park to the east of the new 

development at Cranbrook.    

9.71 Public highways, public rights of way and cycle routes that are available for use by pedestrians, 

equestrians and cyclists that are crossed by the cable route or along which the cable route runs, 

are listed below from south to north. 

 Budleigh Salterton Footpath 30, along which the South West Coast Path runs, lies to the 

immediate south of the landfall site within the beach side car park.  The South West Coast 

Path at 630 miles long is the longest National Trail in England, running from Minehead in 

Somerset, along the coasts of Devon and Cornwall to Poole Harbour. This footpath is also 

used by part of the Budleigh Salterton to Otterton Walk from the Lime Kiln car park. 

 Salting Hill and the B3178 East Budleigh Road should an the Option 2 cable route through 

Budleigh Salterton be used.  

 National Cycle Network Route 2 which runs along East Budleigh Road. 

 The Lower Otter Riverside Walk which utilises a number of existing public rights of way 

between Budleigh Salterton and Newton Poppleford. Parking and access from the south is 

at Lime Kiln car park.  

 Budleigh Salterton Footpath 35, along which part of the Otter Valley Wildlife Walk runs. 
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 Budleigh Salterton Footpath 12, along which part of the Otter Valley Wildlife Walk and the 

Lower Otter Valley and Ladram Bay Walk runs. 

 East Budleigh Footpath 16. 

 Otterton Footpath 2 and National Cycle Network Route 2, which run along South Farm 

Road. 

 East Budleigh Footpath 1. 

 Frogmore Road. 

 Bicton Footpath 2. 

 B3178, to the east of Bicton College of Agriculture. 

 Back Lane, which is identified as a recreational route. 

 Hawkerland Road. 

 A recreational route crossing Naps Lane. 

 East Devon Way to the east of Hawkerland, a waymarked 38 mile long distance route 

between Exmouth and Lyme Regis, which forms a parallel alternative to the South West 

Coast Path. 

 B3180 at Canterbury Green and the northern section of a recreation route from the highway. 

 A3052 to the west of Lower Hawkerland Farm. 

 B3184 and Withen Lane at Withen Cross. 

 Farringdon Footpath 11. 

 B3184 to the east of Farringdon. 

 Marwood Lane south of the A30. 

 A30 to the south of the proposed converter station site. 

 Parsons Lane in Rockbeare. 

 London Road to the east of Cranbrook. 

 Tillhouse Lane, Cranbrook. 

 Local road at Elbury Farm. 

 Local road south of Lower Burrowton, near to its junction with Saundercroft Road. 
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Assessment 

Agricultural Land Use and Soils - Construction 

9.72 Impacts on agricultural and soil resources would occur during the construction phase of the 

proposed cable route and would be temporary in nature.  

9.73 The published soils and ALC information indicates that the route would comprise a variety of soil 

types, for which a soil handling strategy (see method statements below) would be prepared in 

regards to the stripping, storage and reinstatement of topsoil and subsoil materials to ensure that 

the quality of the soil resources is maintained during the implementation of the proposed 

development. 

9.74 The ALC information suggests that the quality of land along the cable route would include areas 

of the “best and most versatile” Grades 2 and 3a agricultural land that would be temporarily 

disturbed during construction.  The development of a detailed soil handling strategy as mentioned 

above, would enable the reinstatement of the agricultural land quality and, as far as possible, 

ensure that the pre-working quality of the agricultural land is maintained following restoration. 

9.75 The construction of the proposal could lead to a number of temporary impacts on the framework 

of agricultural land use which could include: 

 the temporary loss of productive agricultural land.  The land affected by the proposed 

development is predominantly used as part of livestock based or mixed farming enterprises; 

 disruption to access across individual fields where the cable route crosses productive areas, 

leading to difficulties in cultivation or complications in the movement of livestock between 

different areas of land; 

 disruption to access between different parts of a farm holding.  This may occur where 

construction disrupts local roads used by farmers to access land; 

 impacts on land drainage systems.  The construction of the cable trenches would be likely to 

affect arable underdrainage systems that are present in the agricultural areas; 

 disruption to in house or syndicate shoots during the construction period; and 

 potential increase in risk of spread of animal and plant diseases within individual land 

holdings and between from one landholding to another. 

9.76 It is likely that there would be some temporary disruption to the day to day management of a 

number of farm holdings along the cable route during the construction period.  However, the 

implementation of the measures identified in the Method Statements below would ensure that 

good practice measures are implemented, as far as possible, to reduce the disruption to the 

agricultural use of the land affected during the construction period.  
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Agricultural Land Use and Soils – Operation 

9.77 The restoration of the soils and agricultural land, applying best practice measures, would enable 

the land affected by the cable route to be returned to its former agricultural use at the end of the 

construction period, There would be no further impacts during the operational period..   

Recreation 

9.78 Environmental impacts on recreational resources would only occur during the construction phase 

of the proposed cable route.  Once construction activities are complete, those resources that 

have been affected would be reinstated and there would be no ongoing operational impacts. 

Recreational Facilities 

9.79 At the landfall, the export cable would be brought onshore to the Lime Kiln Car Park alongside 

the beach, using either HDD technology or by open-cut method.  The construction working area 

would be located in the southern part of the car park and would require the temporary full or 

partial closure of the car park for the duration of the construction works in this location.  No works 

are scheduled to take place in the car park over the summer school holiday months of July and 

August but there would still be a temporary disruption to car parking facilities in this area, which 

would also impact on public access to this part of the beach by those travelling by car.  It is 

understood that there would be no impact on vehicular access to the beach huts from Salting Hill.  

9.80 The cable would then be installed by open-cut method across the access road into the Budleigh 

Salterton Cricket Club grounds which has the potential to temporarily disrupt motorised and non-

motorised access to the cricket club, its car park and pavilion but would not affect the field of 

play.  The club supports a number of senior and colts teams, who mostly play at the weekends, 

so in order avoid disruption during the cricket season measures would be put in place to ensure 

that access to the club facilities would be maintained at all times.  

9.81 South of the mainline railway, the cable route would be installed by open-cut method through 

Cranbrook Country Park on the eastern side of the Rockbeare Stream and across the Cranny 

Brook.  It is likely that the Country Park will be fully developed by the time the cable is installed 

and therefore there will be a temporary impact on the established areas of amenity grassland and 

trees and any areas designated for specific recreational purposes e.g. kick around areas.  The 

stream crossings will be designed specifically to suit the physical nature of the existing 

infrastructure, any standards or established practices that apply, the thermal cable design 

requirements and ground conditions.  During the cable laying works, there would be a restriction 

on public access to all construction areas but most of the Country Park would still be available for 

use by the public. 

Public Highways  

9.82 Chapter 2 provides the details of locations where temporary closures of local roads are likely to 

be required.  Suitable diversions would be provided to ensure that access is maintained at all 

times for road users. I This would include those highways identified as recreational routes, along 

which public rights of way run and the on-road section of National Cycle Network Route 2 that 

follows the B3178 East Budleigh Road and South Farm Road. A diversion of this cycle route 

could be put in place for cyclists to continue northwards to rejoin the route approximately 2 km to 
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the north at Otterton. The A30 would be crossed by way of a horizontal directional drilling (HDD) 

method to avoid any impacts on traffic flow along the strategic highway network. 

Public Rights of Way 

9.83 The following public rights of way would be temporarily affected by the cable installation works, 

which would affect the connectivity of the local network in the short term. 

 Budleigh Salterton Footpath 30, along which the South West Coast Path runs, lies to the 

immediate south of the landfall site within the beach side car park.  The onshore cable will 

be brought to landfall using either HDD technology or an open-cut methodology.  If the cable 

were installed by open-cut method through the coast path, it would temporarily sever 

pedestrian access along this National Trail between that part of the route to the west, south 

of Salting Hill, and that part of the route to the east which follows the eastern side of Lime 

Kiln Car Park to South Farm Road before crossing the River Otter and heading southwards 

back to the coast. There would also be an impact on part of the Budleigh Salterton to 

Otterton Walk at this location. 

 Parking and access from the south for the Lower Otter Riverside Walk would be temporarily 

impacted by works taking place in Lime Kiln car park. 

 Budleigh Salterton Footpath 12: the cable route would be installed along the alignment of 

this footpath, which would be temporarily closed whilst works are undertaken in this area. 

The footpath would be re-instated as part of the proposed development as an all-purpose 

NMU route to South Farm Road. 

 The following public footpaths would also be crossed by the onshore cable installed by 

open-cut method: 

 Budleigh Salterton Footpath 35; 

 East Budleigh Footpath 16; 

 East Budleigh Footpath 1; 

 Bicton Footpath 2; 

 East Devon Way to the east of Hawkerland; and 

 Farringdon Footpath 11. 

9.84 With the possible exception of the South wales Coast path, it is anticipated that the cable route 

would be installed by open-cut method across the public rights of way and recreational routes 

listed above. Details of these construction methods are set out in Chapter 2 ‘Project Description’. 

The temporary severance of these public rights of way would temporarily adversely affect the 

integrity of the local network, although the area is well served by public footpaths and bridleways 

which could provide alternative routes during the construction phase of the proposed 
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development.  The route of the nationally designated South West Coast Path at Budleigh 

Salterton would also be severed which has the potential to impact on the integrity of the Path in 

this location. However, it is proposed to programme the landfall works i.e. bringing the export 

cable into the transition pit in Lime Kiln car park and the cable installation works from the car park 

at different times to reduce the impact on this national route. There are also potential alternative 

routes that could be used while the onshore cable is installed.  The amenity of the South West 

Coast Path and other public rights of way close to the cable installation works used by 

pedestrians, equestrians or cyclists is likely to be adversely affected by temporary changes to the 

visual and noise environments.  Noise impacts are assessed in Chapter 7.  During the 

construction phase, it is proposed to develop the existing unmade route of Budleigh Salterton 

Footpath 12 into an “all-ability” non-tarmaced path, open to all non- motorised users.  As well as 

providing a route for the FAB Link underground cable, this route will provide a link between the 

Budleigh Salterton beach and the existing National Cycle Route 2 on the east side of the valley 

which runs north from South Farm Road to Otterton.  This would benefit the local network for all 

non-motorised users. 

Proposed Mitigation Measures 

9.85 This section outlines any mitigation measures and /or best practice measures or methods that 

can reasonably be employed to mitigate any effects on land use, including agriculture and soils 

and recreation to ensure that FAB Link Limited comply with its duty (as a licence holder) under 

Schedule 9 of the Electricity Act 1989. 

Agricultural Land Use and Soils 

9.86 The construction process would take into account the principles of good practice in soil handling 

and restoration set out in the following documents, wherever possible, to reduce the possibility of 

damage to soil materials during the construction process: 

 DEFRA (2009) Construction Code of Practice for the Sustainable Use of Soils on 

Construction Sites (including Toolbox Talks); and 

 MAFF (2000) Soil Handling Guides 

9.87 Important principles to be included are: 

 the identification and management of the soil materials on the site;  

 separate stripping of identified topsoil and subsoil resources; 

 separate storage of stripped topsoil and subsoil materials; 

 location of topsoil and subsoil heaps to avoid cross contamination of materials and trafficking 

of soil heaps by construction traffic; 

 maintenance of soil heaps to reduce the potential for losses of materials during storage; 
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 appropriate timing of soil handling operations; 

 Choice of appropriate soil handling machinery; and 

 careful supervision of soil handling operations on site. 

9.88 A soil handling strategy would be developed by a specialist in advance of construction and 

implemented by a suitably experienced operative on site. 

9.89 In terms of the agricultural use of the land affected by the route during construction, the following 

measures would be implemented during the construction period, as far as possible: 

 the maintenance and reinstatement of existing water supplies and drainage systems; 

 the maintenance of access routes across individual fields; 

 the maintenance of wider farm access routes;  

 appropriate fencing of the construction corridor, dependent upon the nature of the individual 

farm holding affected; and 

 appropriate construction practices to be implemented to ensure that the potential risk for the 

spread of animal and plant diseases is reduced as far as practicable. 

Recreation 

9.90 Consultation will be undertaken with East Devon District Council (EDDC) in relation to measures 

to mitigate the temporary impacts on the following resources to ensure that public access is 

maintained during construction whilst ensuring that there were no risks to their safety: 

 Lime Kiln Car Park; and  

 Cranbrook Country Park. 

9.91 FAB Link Ltd has already undertaken various surveys in Lime Kiln Car Park which required part 

of the car park to be temporarily fenced and closed. This was undertaken in full cooperation and 

agreement with EDDC Car Parks Division and enabled public access to be maintained to part of 

the facility. 

9.92 The project proposals have been presented to Budleigh Salterton Town Council and Cranbrook 

Town Council and consultation will be ongoing.  Consultation will also be undertaken with Devon 

County Council’s Public Rights of Way Team, in relation to impacts on the public rights of way 

identified above, together with and Natural England and/or the South West Coast Path Team in 

relation to impacts on the South West Coast Path to discuss: 

 the nature, location and programming of traffic management measures to be put in place to 

maintain the connectivity of the local highway network during construction; 
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 the mitigation measures to be put in place to address the temporary impacts on the eight 

local public rights of way affected by the construction works i.e. temporary stopping up or 

diversion; identification and signing of alternative routes; or temporary traffic management 

measures; and 

 the mitigation measures to be put in place to address the temporary impacts on the South 

West Coast Path i.e. temporary diversion; identification and signing of alternative routes; or 

temporary traffic management measures. 

9.93 Consultation will be undertaken with Budleigh Salterton Cricket Club in relation to the measures 

that will be put in place  to mitigate the temporary impacts on access to the car park, pavilion and 

cricket field during the cable installation works. 

Future Monitoring (Post-Construction Only) 

Agricultural Land Use and Soils 

9.94 No monitoring will be required following the reinstatement of the agricultural land affected by the 

proposal. 

Recreation 

9.95 No post construction monitoring will be required. 

Summary 

Agricultural Land Use and Soils 

9.96 Impacts on agricultural and soil resources would occur during the construction phase of the 

proposed cable route and would be temporary in nature.  

9.97 The published soils and ALC information indicates that the route would comprise a variety of soil 

types and  a range of ALC grades including areas of the “best and most versatile” Grades 2 and 

3a agricultural land. A soil handling strategy (see method statements below) would be prepared 

in regards to the stripping, storage and reinstatement of topsoil and subsoil materials to ensure 

that the quality of the soil resources is maintained during the implementation of the proposed 

development. 

9.98 The construction of the proposal could lead to a number of temporary impacts on the framework 

of agricultural land use which could include the temporary loss of productive land, the severance 

of fields and farm accesses, effects on land drainage or field water supplies and the potential 

increased risk in the spread of animal and plant diseases across farm holdings: 

9.99 It is likely that there would be some temporary disruption to the day to day management of a 

number of farm holdings along the cable route during the construction period.  However, the 

implementation of the measures identified in the Method Statements below would ensure that 

good practice measures are implemented, as far as possible, to reduce the disruption to the 

agricultural use of the land affected during the construction period.  
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Recreation 

9.100 At the landfall, the export cable would be brought onshore to the Lime Kiln Car Park alongside 

the beach. No works are scheduled to take place in the car park over the summer school holiday 

months of July and August and consultation will be undertaken with East Devon District Council 

to ensure that temporary disruption to these car parking facilities will be minimised at other times. 

There would be no impact on vehicular access to the beach huts from Salting Hill.  

9.101 From Lime Kiln Car Park the cable would then be installed either across the access road into the 

Budleigh Salterton Cricket Club grounds with measures would be put in place to ensure that 

access to the club facilities would be maintained at all times (Option 1), or along Salting Hill and 

the B3178 East Budleigh Road to South Farm Road (Option 2). These, and other public 

highways crossed by the cable route, or along which the cable route runs would be kept open 

during the construction phase to maintain public access, with traffic management measures put 

in place when required.   

9.102 A number of public rights of way would be temporarily affected by the cable installation work 

including a small length of the South West Coast Path to the south of Lime Kiln Car Park in 

Budleigh Salterton. Consultation will be undertaken to ensure that measures are put in place to 

maintain access to the public rights of way network during the construction phase of the project, 

including temporary traffic management, diversions or the waymarking of alternative routes. 

9.103 South of the mainline railway, the cable route would be installed through Cranbrook Country Park 

on the eastern side of the Rockbeare Stream and across the Cranny Brook.  During the cable 

laying works, there would be a restriction on public access to all construction areas but most of 

the Country Park would still be available for use by the public. 
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