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Our Ref: xxxx    Email: chris.jenner@transmissioninvestment.com 
 
Your Ref:    Date: TBC 
 
 
FAB Link Ltd 
17th Floor 
88 Wood Street 
London 
EC2V 7DA 
 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
Subject: Food and Environment Protection Act (FEPA) 1985, (Guernsey) Order 1987 
Licence Application, Guernsey territorial waters for deposition of material on the seabed 
for the purposes of cable protection and seabed preparation.  
 
I enclose a FEPA licence application for the deposition of material on the seabed for the 
purposes of cable protection and seabed preparation as part of the FAB Link interconnector 
project between France and Britain. FAB Link will allow the exchange and trading of up to 
1400MW of electricity between France and Britain via Alderney. The cable will cross the 
channel island of Alderney in order to facilitate the connection of future renewable tidal stream 
generation in the seas around Alderney. The installation of the proposed cables would be 
exempt under the Guernsey Statutory Instrument 1992, No. 23.  However, the deposition of 
cable protection material and any disposal or deposition associated with seabed preparation 
activities are not exempt and would therefore require a FEPA Licence. 
 
I enclose for your attention one hard copy and 1 digital copy of the following: 
 

• FEPA licence application form, duly signed and dated 

• Site location plan 

• Corridor coordinates 

• Environmental Report comprising the following chapters: 

 Project Summary 

 Introduction 

 Policy and Legislative Context 

 Development of the Project and Alternatives 

 Project Description 

 Impact Assessment Methodology 

 Marine Processes 

 Benthic and Intertidal Ecology 

 Fish and Shellfish 

 Birds, Marine Mammals and Reptiles 

 Nature Conservation 
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 Commercial Fisheries 

 Shipping and Navigation 

 Aviation, Military and Communications 

 Infrastructure and Other Users 

 Marine Archaeology 

 Draft Construction Environmental Plan 

 Conclusions 

 
Please also find enclosed the fee of £1,250 for you to consider this application. 
 
I trust you have sufficient information to enable you to register and process the application.  
Should you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
Chris Jenner  
Development Manager – FAB Link Limited 
 
Enc. 

- CD-ROM of application documents 

- Cheque for £1,250 



 

 

  

 
Food and Environment Protection Act 1985 (Guernsey) Order 1987 

  
Deposits in the Sea  

Application for a FEPA Licence  
 
IMPORTANT: before you start to complete this form, 
please read these notes carefully.  

• This guidance is not intended to be definitive or 
comprehensive and applicants are advised to 
refer to the Food and Environment Protection Act 
1985 (Guernsey) Order 1987.  

• A signed hard copy of the application form must 
be accompanied by a location plan, descriptive 
drawing(s) (clearly identifying the Mean High 
Water Springs mark) and any supporting 
information including analytical data and 
environmental assessment. The completed 
application form, together with 4 photocopies, 
must each (both the original and the copies) be 
accompanied by a location plan, descriptive 
drawing(s) (clearly identifying the Mean High 
Water Springs mark) and any supporting 
information including analytical data and 
environmental assessment.  All documents 
should be submitted to the above address at 
least two calendar months before the licence 
is required. Please note that should some of this 
material be protected by copyright you will be 
required to include additional original copies of 
that material to facilitate HSSD’s consultations 
(question 6(b) refers).  

• Some dredging projects may raise matters that 
require a significantly longer time for 
consideration. This is most likely to be the case 
for large and potentially contentious projects 
where substantial volumes of material are to be 
removed and/or disposed; those taking place 
adjacent to or within a marine conservation area 
or requiring an environmental statement.  
Applicants are advised to contact HSSD as early 
as possible during the planning stage in order to 
avoid delays in determining their application.  

• If a shorter period for consideration of the 
application is unavoidable please give a full 
explanation.  A period of two calendar months 
takes account of the need to consult other 
interested parties and the volume of other 
applications received and is designed to ensure 
that, except when significant problems arise, 

licences are issued by the date required by 
the applicant. 

• Information should be provided about the 
anticipated duration of the entire project in 
respect of works below Mean High Water 
Springs (MHWS), together (where 
appropriate) with details of the planned 
phasing of the work for which a licence is 
sought during the first year and each 
subsequent 12 month period. Further 
application may be necessary to renew a 
licence that is due to expire. HSSD will 
normally write to the licence holder three 
months before the expiry date to determine 
whether renewal is required.  

• There are three licence fee categories, which 
are related to the estimated total cost of the 
marine works.  For smaller projects, costing 
less than £3,135 in total, the licence fee is 
£150; for projects costing between £3,135 and 
£26,125 in total, the fee is £500; and, for 
projects costing in excess of £26,125, the fee 
is £1,250.  When you have determined the 
relevant licence fee category, a cheque for the 
appropriate amount, made payable to 'the 
States of Guernsey' and ‘A/C Payee Only’, 
should be forwarded to HSSD with the 
application documents.  The cheque should 
be accompanied by a declaration of the 
estimated total cost of the proposed marine 
works.   

 
Office of Environmental Health and Pollution Regulation 
Longue Rue, St Martin’s, Guernsey, GY4 6LD Tel: +44 (0)1481 711161 Fax: +44 (0)1481 238031 



 

 

 
• The latter information is not required to verify your 

assessment of the relevant licence fee category, 
but it is essential if the Department is to consider 
revision of the criteria for determination of the fee 
categories to more adequately reflect applicants' 
requirements. 

• It should be noted that the licence fees referred to 
above are calculated to recover only average 
costs incurred in processing an application and 
administering a licence.  In some cases there will 
be significant additional costs, usually associated 
with chemical analyses, monitoring studies or 
enforcement activities.  Where significant 
additional costs are anticipated, you will be 
advised of the requirement and a separate charge 
will be requested to take account of the HSSD’s 
costs. 

Licences cannot be backdated.  Licences are 
normally issued for a period of 12 months from 

the date of issue or the expected duration of a 
phase of work. 

• The licence can also cover the temporary 
deposit of material (generated from 
construction work) to be used as 
backfill/beach replenishment. 

• Please answer all the questions. If any 
information is not available at the time of 
application please indicate at the appropriate 
section, giving reasons in a covering letter, 
and submit the details separately as soon as 
possible. Any delay in forwarding details is 
likely to result in a delay in determining your 
application.  

 
 
It is the responsibility of the applicant to obtain  
any other consents or authorisations that may 
be required.

 
 

Under Section 14 of FEPA all information contained within or provided in support of this 
application will be placed on the Public register u nless HSSD approve the applicant’s reasons for 
withholding all or part. 
 

Public register 

Is there any information contained within or provided in support of this application that you consider 
should not be included on the Public Register on the grounds that it disclosure: 
                                                                                                                           Please tick appropriate box 

(a) would be contrary to the interests of national security; or                           YES                     NO 

(b) would prejudice to an unreasonable degree your or some 
other person’s commercial interests or those of a third party?                   YES                      NO 

 
If YES, to either (a) or (b), please provide full justification as to why all or part of the information you have 
provided should be withheld.  

�  

 � 



 

 

Project title and payment details 

1. Please give a brief description, including location, of the works: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Applicant details 

Applicant for Licence(s): 

Title (e.g. Mr/ 
Mrs/Miss/Ms)                   Initials                               Surname   

  
Trading title (if appropriate)  

Address  

 

 

 

 

Name of contact 
(if different)  

Position within company 
(if appropriate) 

Telephone number                                                                          Fax number 
(inc. dialling code)                                                                   (inc. dialling code) 

Company Registration No.                                                  Email 

 

3. Details of agent (if any) 

Title (e.g. Mr/ 
Mrs/Miss/Ms)                      Initials                                Surname   

  
Trading title (if appropriate)  

Address  

 

 

 
Name of contact 
(if different)  

Position within company 
(if appropriate)           

 

Telephone number                                                                     Fax number 
(inc. dialling code)                                                                    (inc. dialling code) 

 

 
  

  

FAB Link Limited 

 
17th Floor  
88 Wood Street 
London 
EC2V 7DA 
 
 

Mr C Jenner 

Development Manager 

020 3668 6696 

54637 

 

chris.jenner@transmissioninvestment.com 
 

Metoc Ltd trading as Intertek Energy and Water Consultancy Services 

Exchange House, 33 Station Road, Liphook, GU30 7DW 
 
 
 

 

Associate Director 

01428 728537 01428 727122 

Farley Anna Mrs 

FAB Link is a proposed underground and subsea interconnector which will allow the exchange and trading of up 
to 1400MW of electricity between France and Britain via Alderney.  The cables will cross the channel island of 
Alderney in order to connect future renewable tidal stream generation in the seas around Alderney (with the 
addition of a converter station on Alderney).  
The marine components of the project enter the territorial waters of the States of Guernsey and Alderney from 
French territorial waters towards landfall at Longis Bay Alderney. The second landfall is at Corblets Bay, 
Alderney and the cable progresses through territorial waters of the States of Alderney and Guernsey and 
crosses in to the French Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) towards the UK.   At each of the landfalls the scope of 
the assessment is seaward from Mean High Water Springs (MHWS).   
The project is designated as a Project of Common Interest under the provisions of European Union Regulation 
No. 347/2013 on guidelines for Trans-European Network for Energy (TEN-E Regulations) and can access 
funding through the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF). It has been granted an Interconnector Licence by the UK 
Gas and Electricity Markets Authority and has been granted Interim Project approval under the Interconnector 
“cap and floor” regime by OFGEM. 



 

 

 

Company Registration No.                                             Email   

 

Duration of project 

4. Start date                                                           Expected completion date 
 

A licence is normally valid for 12 months or the duration of the works (whichever is the longer) but not 
normally exceeding 3 years.  If necessary, application can be made to extend a licence for a further 12 
months where the works are expected to continue beyond the duration of the original consent.  The 
start date will not normally be backdated except in exceptional circumstances, since to commence 
works falling under Part II of FEPA for which a licence has not been obtained may constitute an offence 
and may result in appropriate legal action being taken.  

 

Description and Cost of the proposed project 

5. (a)  Estimated gross cost of project (including materials, labour, fees etc.) for those works which it is 
proposed to undertake seawards of the tidal limit of Mean High Water Springs. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(b) Give full details below of the proposed project. 
Where the project is expected to take longer than 12 months to complete, you should provide details 
of the work to be done during the first 12 month period and that planned for each subsequent 12 
month period.  The method of construction etc. should be described in the answer to question 7. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

01489779 Anna.farley@intertek.com 

 
TBC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

01/07/2018 

The project is expected to take between 3 and 4 years to construct.  Installation of the marine cables is 
scheduled to take place from 01/07/2018 until 01/07/2021.  Installation operations are likely to occur during 
both years within Guernsey and Alderney territorial waters (subject to confirmation by installation contractor).  
The availability of capacity for cable manufacture will ultimately determine the overall schedule of the project. 
The project will use four high voltage direct current (HVDC) marine cables.  The cable installation configuration 
is to be finalised by the installation contractor.  It is most likely to be installed as two bundled pairs of cables. It 
is likely that one bundle will be installed during 2019 and the other bundle during 2020. 
 

In general little or no preparation of the seabed will be required prior to laying of the cables.  In areas of mobile 
sediments such as the sandbanks south of Alderney and the sand waves north of Alderney, preparation in the 
form of mass flow excavation (MFE), or similar technique, will be required.  This will enable the cables to be 
laid on a stable seabed.  In other areas of the route a plough will be used to push boulders to one side of the 
cable trench.  A swathe between 5 and 10m wide will be cleared of boulders.  
 

Although detailed engineering surveys have been completed for the marine cable routes further surveys will be 
completed by the cable installation contractor prior to commencement of cable installation.  This typically takes 
place 3-6 months ahead of installation.   The primary objective of these surveys is to confirm that no new 
obstructions have appeared on the seabed since the engineering surveys, and to complete unexploded 
ordnance (UXO) survey.  The survey will involve a range of standard geophysical survey techniques such as 
multi-beam echosounder, side scan sonar (SSS), sub-bottom profiler and magnetometer. 
 

Once installed, marine cables are not expected to require routine maintenance.  It is likely that routine surveys 
using standard geophysical survey equipment and/or ROVs to monitor buried depth and integrity of rock-
berms will be undertaken, particularly in the initial years of operation, and should the local environmental 
conditions change or be suspected as having changed.   
 

Cable repairs to correctly installed and protected marine cables are infrequent.  A repair will typically be carried 
out by a single vessel and might be expected to have a duration of several weeks or months depending on the 
type and extent of damage, burial requirements and operational constraints such as weather. 
 

31/12/2071 



 

 

 

 

5. (c) Types of work proposed                                                          Please tick appropriate boxes                                                                                       

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6. (a)  Please detail below the location of the proposed project 

 This should include Latitude and Longitude co-ordinates (WGS84, to 2 decimal minutes) defining 
extent of project.  This should consist of two letters followed by 6 digits (e.g. TL632317) where the 
first 3 digits are the eastings and the last 3 digits are northings.  For positions read from charts of 
1:25,000 scale or smaller, the format should be, e.g. 55°55’.55N 2°22’.22W.  The decimal point 
specifies that decimals of minutes are used and the datum is stated explicitly.  If seconds are used 
then the datum should be explicitly marked, e.g. 55°55’44’’N 2°22’11’’W. For positions read from 
larger scale charts, e.g. 1:10,000, three decimal places of minutes should be used, e.g. 
55°55’.444N 2°22’.222W.  It is important that the correct positions are included with this 
application, as any errors may result in the application being refused or delayed. 

 
  

 

 

 
 
 
           If necessary, please continue on a separate sheet and tick this box 
 
 

(b) The following MUST be provided with the completed a pplication form: 

(i) a suitably scaled extract of a Map (e.g. 1:25,000 scale or larger) or Admiralty Chart which 
should be marked to indicate: 

● the location of the project in relation to the surrounding area; 

Energy generation: windfarm/anemometry mast 

 tidal power/tidal barrier 

 wave power 

On-shore works: sub-station/on-shore cables 

Barrages & island etc: barrage 

 artificial reef/artificial island 

 habitat creation/replacement 

Intakes/outfalls pipes:  intake/outfall 

Cables: subsea cable/overhead/on-shore cable 

 pipe/pipeline maintenance 

Navigation works:  buoy/navigation mark 

Scour protection: Gabion 

 Mattress 

 rock placement 

 seabed investigation works 

See attached Appendix. Coordinates supplied in: 
 
 WGS84 UTM Zone 30N  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

� 

 

 

� 

� 

� 

 

 

� 



 

 

● the level of Mean High Water Springs; 

● any adjacent Ramsar or similar conservation area boundary 

(ii) construction plans and sections (showing work relative to tidal range) showing those 
proposed works below (i.e. seaward of) Mean High Water Springs, which should give 
details of the materials to be used (for beach nourishment the quality and source of 
material to be deposited is also required); 

(iii) a descriptive schematic drawing and suitably scaled (e.g. 1:2,500 but no more than 
1:10,000) location plan (either at A3 or A4 format) which show the full extent of the project 
in relation to the surrounding area.  The applicant should note that these drawings/plans 
may be copied to others as part of the consultation procedure.  If they are subject to 
copyright, it is the responsibility of the applicant to obtain  necessary approvals to 
reproduce the documents and to submit suitably anno tated copies with the 
application.  

 
7. Detailed method of deposit, indicating any temporary structures e.g. causeways, jetties,  landing 

stages to be constructed below Mean High Water Springs and measures to be taken: 
 

(a) to minimise any risk to the marine environment; 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             If necessary, please continue on a separate sheet and tick this box 
 
8. (a)  Quantity of permanent materials to be deposited bel ow MHWS:                   

Timber (m2 or tonnes)                      Iron/Steel (tonnes)                        Plastic/Synthetic (m2)                        

Silt (m3)                                            Sand (m3)                                      Concrete (m3)                          

Concrete bags/mattresses 
(confirm number, dimensions & total volume m3) 

 

 

 

80 mattresses each 6m long x 3m wide.  Maximum 
depth 0.45m. Total volume = 648m3 

 

 

 

648 

Please see continuation sheet at end of application. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Stone/Rock/Gravel 
(confirm size range in mm & total volume m3) 

If ‘Other’, please describe below 

 

 

 

 

 

                         If necessary, please continue on a separate sheet and tick this box 
 

(b) Method of delivery of material. 
If sea delivery, please include the  
details of the vessels to be  
used, a chart of the proposed 
route and any proposed  
transhipment area. 
 

(c) For work involving salt marsh feeding, beach replenishment or land reclamation please provide 
the following information relating to the material to be deposited:      

 
(ii) quantity (tonnes) 

 
(iii) nature of material 

e.g. sand, silt, gravel etc. 
 
 
 

(iv) source (if sea dredged 
please state location of  
origin) 

 
 

                                                                                                                     Please tick appropriate box 
 

(v) Has the material been chemically analysed?                           YES                  NO  
 

If YES, please include the analysis data with your application. 
 
 

(vi) Particle size 
 
 
9. Will there be a need to make any temporary deposits  of  

material below high water springs during the works?                              YES                  NO 
 

Quantity of temporary materials to be deposited bel ow MHWS:                   

Timber (m2 or tonnes)                    Iron/Steel (tonnes)                          Plastic/Synthetic (m2) 

Silt (m3)                                          Sand (m3)                                        Concrete (m3) 

 

Concrete bags/mattresses 
(confirm number, dimensions & total volume m3) 

 
Stone/Rock/Gravel 
(confirm size range in mm & total volume m3) 

 

FAB Link requires  a licence to cover discrete incidents of repair or replacement over the 
operational lifetime of the cable (50 years) limited to a maximum single length of 1km; 2km for 
bundled cable and 3km for bundled cable including the fibre optic.  New cable will require a 
protection via a rock berm up to 3km in length.  Rock will be to similar grade as during installation.  
Up to 15000 tonnes per repair incident will be required.  
 
 

Size range TBC. Berms 9m wide by 1.5m high. Total 
mass: 28,098 tonnes 

Delivery of all materials will be via vessel. The exact details of 
vessels deployed and routes used will be defined once an 
installation contractor has been appointed. 

- 

- 

- 

  

- 

 � 

 

   

   

- 

- 



 

 

 

 

If ‘Other’, please describe below 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                               If necessary, please continue on a separate sheet and tick this box 
 

10. Do you intend to apply for a licence to DISPOSE 
AT SEA material dredged as part of the works?                                      YES                   NO  

 
If YES, please indicate:          (i) Nature of material for 

disposal (sand, gravel, 
silt, clay, rock etc.) 

 
(ii) Quantity of material 

For disposal (tonnes) 
 

11. Please detail below all consents/ permissions you h ave applied for or received 

 
 
Type of consent/ permissions 

(tick appropriate box)  
 

Reference No. 

 
Date of issue 

of consent 
 

Applied for 
 

Not applied for 

1.  Planning, Environment 
Department 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Harbour Authority 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  Commerce and Employment     
Department 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.States of Alderney (if applicable) 
 
� 

 

 TBC  

5.Chief Pleas of Sark (if applicable)  

 

   

 
       
 
12. Do you, or (if appropriate) your client, have 

� 

Seabed sediments displaced during MFE 
works. (see question 7) 

630,585m3 seabed sediments  

�  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

statutory powers to consent any aspect of this project?                                 YES                  NO 
If YES, please give details 

 
 
 
 

 

13. Advertising and consultation 
(a) Have these proposals been advertised to the public? ………………….  YES                 NO 

If YES, how and where? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(b) Have the public been invited to submit comments? ………………………YES                 NO 
If YES, to whom and by what closing date? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(c) Have any consultation meetings with the public been arranged? ………YES                 NO 
If YES, where and when are these to be held?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                If necessary, please continue on a separate sheet and tick this box 
Conservation Bodies  
14. The Consenting Authorities have a duty to ensure th at any dredging and disposal will not 

have a   significant adverse environmental impact, particularly upon designated 
conservation areas such as Ramsar sites and other a reas listed under the Conservation 
(Natural Habitats &c.) Amendment (Guernsey) Regulat ions 2004.   

 
Where the views of the Heritage bodies are not known, HSSD will undertake consultation with the 
appropriate body about the application.  Please provide copies of correspondence with the 
Heritage bodies or indicate below if no consultation has yet taken place. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
                                                         If necessary please continue on a separate sheet and tick this box  

A meeting was held with Historic England on 9th June 2015.  Historic England is the new non-departmental body setup by 
Ministerial Decision to provide statutory advice through the planning system to PCI projects such as FAB Link. 
 
FAB Link Ltd commenced early consultation on the project in June 2015.  To date meetings have been held with a large 
number of organisations in the States of Alderney and States of Guernsey.  Full details of the consultation will be provided 
in the projects Consultation Feedback Report which will be submitted with the final FEPA licence application.  Of 
particular note, consultation regarding heritage was held via telephone conference on 13 April 2016 with Guernsey 
Museums.   
 

 

The applicant, FAB Link Ltd, is a licence holder within the meaning of section 64(1) of the Electricity Act 
1989, and so for the purpose of Class G, Part 17 of Schedule 2 of the Town and Country Planning (General 
Permitted Development) Order 2015 (as amended) is a statutory undertaker in the UK. However, these 
statutory powers do not extend to the States of Alderney or Guernsey. 
 

 

 � 

�  

TBC 

Public Consultation on draft application 
undertaken from 25th July to 5th 
September 2016 

Public consultations on the FAB Project will be held in 
Britain and Alderney from Monday 25th July until 
Monday 5th September 2016.   Public meeting to be 
held on 11th August on Alderney at Government Offices.  
Consultation documentation will be available to view on 
the project website (http://www.fablink.net/) from 25th 
July, along with an opportunity to provide feedback on 
the proposals.  

 

�  



 

 

 
15. Are any part of the dredging and/or deposit operations proposed located:  Please tick appropriate box 

within the boundaries of a designated 
conservation area/Ramsar site?                                 YES                NO 

If NO, and the boundary of the nearest such site is within 5 kilometres, 
Please indicate approximate distance of the works from this boundary  

 
16. Do you, or (if appropriate) your client, have 

statutory powers to consent any aspect of this project?                                  YES                 NO 
 

If YES, please give details below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17. Has an environmental assessment been undertaken to support any 

planning application in respect of the works, your own statutory                                  
powers (if applicable) or any other reason?                                                YES                   NO 

 

If YES, is a copy of the assessment included with this application?            YES                  NO 

(Please provide an explanation if the assessment has been made and a copy is not available) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is the environmental assessment available for public inspection?                 YES                NO 

 

If YES, at what locations: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

�  

              3.5km      
                  

�  

�  

 
- 
 
 
 

 � 

Draft report made available for inspection at Anne French Room,  
The Island Hall, Royal Connaught Square, Alderney on 11th August 2016.  
Also available for download from www.fablink.net  
 
 

�  

 
The applicant, FAB Link Ltd. is a licence holder within the meaning of section 64(1) of the 
Electricity Act 1989, and so for the purpose of Class G, Part 17 of Schedule 2 of the Town and 
Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 2015 (as amended) is a statutory 
undertaker in the UK.  However, these statutory powers do not extend to the States of Alderney 
or Guernsey. 
 



 

 

 

Declaration 

     I declare to the best of my knowledge and belief that the information given in this form and related papers is 

true.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signature                                                                                                                 Date 

 

For and on behalf of the applicant 

 

Name in BLOCK LETTERS 

 

Position within company 
(if appropriate) 
 

 

Please check carefully the information you have giv en 

and that all the enclosures (including copies) have  been included 

 

 

Useful addresses: 

Environment Department 
Sir Charles Frossard House 
PO Box 43 
La Charroterie,  
St. Peter Port 
Guernsey 
GY1 1FH 

Tel: 01481 717200 

Commerce & Employment 
Raymond Falla House,  
Longue Rue,  
St Martin,  
Guernsey,  
GY1 6AF 

Tel:  01481 234567 

Harbour Master's Office   
P.O. Box 631  
St Julians Emplacement,  
St Peter Port,  
Guernsey,  
Channel Islands. GY1 3DL 

Email guernsey.harbour@gov.gg 
tel 01481 720 229  
fax 714 177 

 

The Secretary 
La Société Guernesiaise 
Candie Gardens 
St Peter Port 
Guernsey GY1 1UG 
Channel Islands  
 
Tel: (01481) 725093  
Fax: (01481) 726248  
 
Email: societe@cwgsy.net 

National Trust of Guernsey  

www.nationaltrust-

gsy.org.gg 

States of Alderney 

PO Box 1 

Alderney GY9 3AA 

Email: states@alderney.gov.gg 

 

 

Chief Pleas of Sark,  

Sark 

 

WARNING 

It is an offence under the Law under which this app lication is made to 
fail to disclose information or to provide false or  misleading information. 

  

CHRIS JENNER 

Development Manager 



 

 

   

Response to Question 7(a) 
 
FAB Link - seabed deposits for cable protection (in stallation) 
The route from Alderney to Britain (AB) is 25km long from French EEZ / States of Guernsey median line (AB 
KP25) to Corblets Bay (AB KP0). The route from France to Alderney (FA) is 10km long from Longis Bay (FA 
KP30) to French territorial waters / States of Guernsey median line (FA KP20).   
 
Pre-sweeping of sandwaves will be conducted using a Mass Flow Excavator (MFE).  The MFE removes a 
proportion of sandwave to create a flatter profile, or working profile, for the cable burial machines to operate on.  
Areas elevated above 1m are likely to require seabed preparation.  To the south of Alderney two areas have 
been identified; large sand ripples between FA KP20 – FA KP29 which may require preparation, and an area of 
mobile sand between FA KP28.8 and KP29 which will need preparation.  To the north of Alderney between AB 
KP2.09 - AB KP2.27 there is a small area of mega ripples which will need preparation.  
 
The MFE displaces sediment and seabed material by creating an area of strong, highly localised down current 
from a nozzle suspended 1-3m above the seabed.  It is deployed from a CLV or support vessel and lowered 
adjacent to the area to be cleared, connected by an umbilical.  Sediment is pushed to either side of the cable 
trench.  It is estimated that within States of Alderney and States of Guernsey waters 630,585m3 of sediment will 
be suspended and re-deposited within 25m (either side) of the MFE operation.  For the worst case installation 
configuration of four separate cables, this is likely to have a footprint of 1.14km2. 
 
Rock placement is used to protect subsea cables by covering them in a continuous profiled berm of graded 
rock.  The berm provides a strong protective cover to prevent potential impact and snagging, and also ensures 
stability by shielding the cable from the current flow.  The size of the berm and grade of rock required will 
depend on the current and wave loading conditions.  Rock placement vessels will be used to deploy rock on 
site.  Of the three mechanisms that can be used (side dumping, split hopper and flexible fall pipe) fall pipe 
vessels have a big advantage in regions of strong currents, such as the  Alderney Race, as rock can be more 
accurately placed.  
 
Cable burial assessment has identified that the total length of rock protection required in States of Guernsey 
and States of Alderney waters is 10km for the FA route (south of Alderney) and 18.098km along the AB route 
(north of Alderney).  It is not technically feasible to rock protect four separate cables and therefore it is assumed 
that in areas where rock protection is required cables will be laid bundled (i.e. two cables per trench).  The 
worst case mass of material deposited is 28,098 tonnes.  Rock berms will have a maximum size of 9m wide by 
1.5m high.  The seabed footprint is therefore likely to be 0.506km2.  
 
Concrete mattress will be used for protection at specific points such as crossing of existing cables.  Mattresses 
are laid by crane from a general marine installation vessel.  The crossing design for each asset crossed will 
indicate the footprint of impact to the seabed.  However, the industry standard is 7m wide bridge over existing 
cable.  For the purposes of assessment it has been assumed that 20 concrete mattresses will be used per 
crossing.  Concrete mattresses are 6m long by 3m wide.  It is estimated that 80 will be deposited in States of 
Guernsey and States of Alderney waters, with a maximum seabed footprint (assuming 4 individual cables) of 
0.00576km2.  
 
FAB Link - seabed deposits for repair of cable  
Cable repairs to correctly installed and protected marine cables are infrequent but require operations which 
temporarily intrude on the environment and the activities of other users of the sea.  Maintenance activities will 
have a similar impact to the installation activities assessed in the FAB Liunk Offshore Environmental Report, 
however they will be on a smaller extremely localised scale, and as such are not expected to have any 
significant impacts.  Any impacts will be less than those identified for installation operations.  
 
Where a cable fault is detected, the relevant section of the cable will be located and retrieved to surface for 
inspection and replacement. The extra length of a repaired short cable section means it cannot be returned to 
its exact previous alignment on the seabed.  The excess cable will be laid on the seabed in a loop off to one 
side of the original route.  The additional cable length will be buried, typically using jetting machines or rock 
placement deployed from either the repair vessel itself or a separate specialised vessel.   
 
FAB Link Ltd require permits to cover discrete incidents of repairs or replacement over the operational lifetime 
of the cable (50 years) limited to a maximum single cable length of 1km; 2km for bundled cable and 3km for 
bundled cable including the fibre optic.  After completion of repairs and maintenance works, a post-installation 
survey will be carried out along the section of cable that has undergone repair or replacement to demonstrate 
the successful burial and depth of the cable. 
 



 

 

Further detail regarding the methods described above is provided in the accompanying FAB Link Offshore 
Environmental Report – Chapter 4 Project Description.  The Environmental Report reports on the environmental 
appraisal process that was undertaken for the project, its findings and conclusions.  An Environmental 
Mitigation Schedule is provided in Chapter 16 of the ER. This presents the package of mitigation measures to 
be incorporated into the design, installation and operation of FAB Link to minimise the risks to the environment.  
Those pertinent to seabed deposits are listed below: 
• Rock and mattresses will only be deployed where adequate burial cannot be adequately achieved. 
• Preference for the cables to be installed as bundled cables as far as reasonably practicable. 
Measures have also been proposed which minimise the effects on commercial fisheries.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FAB Link Route Corridor Coordinates Coordinate System: WGS1984

ID Corridor Latitude Longitude

0 AB 49°56.354'N 2°12.184'W

1 AB 49°54.975'N 2°10.698'W

2 AB 49°54.823'N 2°10.441'W

3 AB 49°54.181'N 2°9.758'W

4 AB 49°53.337'N 2°9.006'W

5 AB 49°50.946'N 2°7.732'W

6 AB 49°50.223'N 2°8.143'W

7 AB 49°50.067'N 2°8.301'W

8 AB 49°45.47'N 2°10.026'W

9 AB 49°45.075'N 2°10.058'W

10 AB 49°44.995'N 2°10.093'W

11 AB 49°44.689'N 2°10.102'W

12 AB 49°44.394'N 2°10.097'W

13 AB 49°44.113'N 2°10.209'W

14 AB 49°43.686'N 2°10.324'W

15 AB 49°43.71'N 2°10.445'W

16 AB 49°44.123'N 2°10.38'W

17 AB 49°44.394'N 2°10.424'W

18 AB 49°44.681'N 2°10.471'W

19 AB 49°44.964'N 2°10.468'W

20 AB 49°45.068'N 2°10.519'W

21 AB 49°45.531'N 2°10.531'W

22 AB 49°50.152'N 2°8.823'W

23 AB 49°50.296'N 2°8.854'W

24 AB 49°50.947'N 2°8.603'W

25 AB 49°53.189'N 2°9.769'W

26 AB 49°53.958'N 2°10.536'W

27 AB 49°54.534'N 2°11.151'W

28 AB 49°54.788'N 2°11.315'W

29 AB 49°56.421'N 2°13.004'W

30 AB 49°56.416'N 2°12.924'W

31 AB 49°56.407'N 2°12.789'W

32 AB 49°56.401'N 2°12.688'W

33 AB 49°56.393'N 2°12.566'W

34 AB 49°56.383'N 2°12.451'W

35 AB 49°56.367'N 2°12.307'W

36 AB 49°56.359'N 2°12.229'W

37 AB 49°56.354'N 2°12.184'W

Alderney to Britain Corridor in Guernsey Waters - 1:10,000 Scale



FAB Link Route Corridor Coordinates Coordinate System: WGS1984

ID CorridorLatitude Longitude

0 FA 49°39.991'N 2°3.956'W

1 FA 49°39.808'N 2°4.043'W

2 FA 49°39.744'N 2°4.037'W

3 FA 49°39.998'N 2°4.704'W

4 FA 49°40.552'N 2°6.161'W

5 FA 49°40.888'N 2°7.946'W

6 FA 49°41.284'N 2°8.763'W

7 FA 49°41.354'N 2°8.946'W

8 FA 49°41.587'N 2°9.288'W

9 FA 49°42.144'N 2°9.496'W

10 FA 49°42.573'N 2°9.973'W

11 FA 49°42.802'N 2°10.22'W

12 FA 49°43.326'N 2°10.502'W

13 FA 49°43.352'N 2°10.384'W

14 FA 49°42.931'N 2°10.138'W

15 FA 49°42.666'N 2°9.804'W

16 FA 49°42.233'N 2°9.209'W

17 FA 49°41.735'N 2°9.014'W

18 FA 49°41.57'N 2°8.735'W

19 FA 49°41.444'N 2°8.522'W

20 FA 49°41.119'N 2°7.808'W

21 FA 49°40.805'N 2°6.02'W

22 FA 49°40.232'N 2°4.567'W

23 FA 49°39.991'N 2°3.956'W

France to Alderney Corridor in Guernsey Waters - 1:10,000 Scale



FAB Link Route Corridor Coordinates Coordinate System: WGS1984

ID Corridor Latitude Longitude

0 AB 49°56.35'N 2°12.18'W

1 AB 49°54.98'N 2°10.7'W

2 AB 49°54.82'N 2°10.44'W

3 AB 49°54.18'N 2°9.76'W

4 AB 49°53.34'N 2°9.01'W

5 AB 49°50.95'N 2°7.73'W

6 AB 49°50.22'N 2°8.14'W

7 AB 49°50.07'N 2°8.3'W

8 AB 49°45.47'N 2°10.03'W

9 AB 49°45.08'N 2°10.06'W

10 AB 49°45'N 2°10.09'W

11 AB 49°44.69'N 2°10.1'W

12 AB 49°44.39'N 2°10.1'W

13 AB 49°44.11'N 2°10.21'W

14 AB 49°43.69'N 2°10.32'W

15 AB 49°43.71'N 2°10.44'W

16 AB 49°44.12'N 2°10.38'W

17 AB 49°44.39'N 2°10.42'W

18 AB 49°44.68'N 2°10.47'W

19 AB 49°44.96'N 2°10.47'W

20 AB 49°45.07'N 2°10.52'W

21 AB 49°45.53'N 2°10.53'W

22 AB 49°50.15'N 2°8.82'W

23 AB 49°50.3'N 2°8.85'W

24 AB 49°50.95'N 2°8.6'W

25 AB 49°53.19'N 2°9.77'W

26 AB 49°53.96'N 2°10.54'W

27 AB 49°54.53'N 2°11.15'W

28 AB 49°54.79'N 2°11.32'W

29 AB 49°56.42'N 2°13'W

30 AB 49°56.42'N 2°12.92'W

31 AB 49°56.41'N 2°12.79'W

32 AB 49°56.4'N 2°12.69'W

33 AB 49°56.39'N 2°12.57'W

34 AB 49°56.38'N 2°12.45'W

35 AB 49°56.37'N 2°12.31'W

36 AB 49°56.36'N 2°12.23'W

37 AB 49°56.35'N 2°12.18'W

Alderney to Britain Corridor in Guernsey Waters - 1:25,000 Scale



FAB Link Route Corridor Coordinates Coordinate System: WGS1984

ID Corridor Latitude Longitude

0 FA 49°39.99'N 2°3.96'W

1 FA 49°39.81'N 2°4.04'W

2 FA 49°39.74'N 2°4.04'W

3 FA 49°40'N 2°4.7'W

4 FA 49°40.55'N 2°6.16'W

5 FA 49°40.89'N 2°7.95'W

6 FA 49°41.28'N 2°8.76'W

7 FA 49°41.35'N 2°8.95'W

8 FA 49°41.59'N 2°9.29'W

9 FA 49°42.14'N 2°9.5'W

10 FA 49°42.57'N 2°9.97'W

11 FA 49°42.8'N 2°10.22'W

12 FA 49°43.33'N 2°10.5'W

13 FA 49°43.35'N 2°10.38'W

14 FA 49°42.93'N 2°10.14'W

15 FA 49°42.67'N 2°9.8'W

16 FA 49°42.23'N 2°9.21'W

17 FA 49°41.73'N 2°9.01'W

18 FA 49°41.57'N 2°8.74'W

19 FA 49°41.44'N 2°8.52'W

20 FA 49°41.12'N 2°7.81'W

21 FA 49°40.81'N 2°6.02'W

22 FA 49°40.23'N 2°4.57'W

23 FA 49°39.99'N 2°3.96'W

France to Alderney Corridor in Guernsey Waters - 1:25,000 Scale
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