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1

INTRODUCTION
Introduction and background to the project

1.1

The FAB (France-Alderney-Britain) Link project is a proposed subsea interconnector cable
connecting France and Great Britain via the Channel Island of Alderney. The project is being
jointly developed by FAB Link Limited (‘the Applicant’) and the French grid company RTE
(Réseau de Transport d’Électricité). Its shareholders are Transmission Investment LLP and
Alderney based tidal power developer Alderney Renewable Energy Limited (ARE). The proposed
FAB Link interconnector is a European Project of Common Interest (PCI) under the provisions of
EU 347/2013: Regulation on guidelines for trans-European energy infrastructure (TEN-E
Regulation).

1.2

The route of the proposed interconnector cable will be between the Cotentin Peninsula in France
and east Devon in Britain, via Alderney, where it is intended to connect to a future tidal power
station being developed by ARE. The waters around the Island have some of the world’s
strongest tides and have the potential to produce enough electricity to power up to 1.8 million
homes. In addition to this, the proposed FAB Link interconnector would create an opportunity to
efficiently manage the distribution of power between Great Britain (GB) and mainland Europe.

1.3

There is strong support from the government of the States of Alderney (SoA) for the proposed
interconnector, to facilitate tidal power generation and potentially cheaper and more reliable
supplies of electricity for Alderney. A statement of support was received from the Chief Executive
dated 26th November 2015 which states the following:
“The Government of the States of Alderney is firmly in support of the FAB interconnector. It has
recently entered into a legally binding agreement with FAB Link Ltd to facilitate the laying of the
necessary cable works both on-shore and off-shore. The close working relationship between the
States and Alderney Renewable Energy is testament to the island’s commitment to the tidal
energy project, which is a major driver for the FAB Link in Alderney. Moreover it is proof of the
Government’s commitment to working in partnership with its near neighbours in the larger
jurisdictions of the UK and France to assist them in securing resilient and reliable energy sources
for its populations.”

1.4

Planning permission is sought for the underground section of the cable between Mean Low
Water (MLW) at Corblets Bay to the north of the Island and MLW at Longis Bay to the south, as
part of the FAB Link project. In addition to and alongside this, the following consents are also
being sought to enable the project to be implemented in full:


Planning permission for the on-shore Converter Station under the Town and Country
Planning Act 1990 – decision to be made by East Devon District Council (EDDC).



A Marine Licence under the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 – decision to be made by
the Marine Management Organisation (MMO).



A marine licence (FEPA) for offshore works within Alderney & Guernsey territorial waters.



Comprehensive decision under the TEN-E Regulation – decision to be made by the MMO.
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1.5

Alongside these consents, the Applicant is applying to (EDDC) for a Certificate of Lawful
Development for the on shore cabling under Section 192 of the Town and Country Planning Act
1990 (on the basis that the underground cable is permitted development by virtue of Class G,
Part 17, Schedule 2 of The Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order
1995 (as amended) (GPDO).

Purpose and Structure of this Report
1.6

This Planning Supporting Statement has been prepared in support of the planning application for
the underground cable across Alderney (to mean low water (MLW)), as part of the FAB Link
project.

1.7

In addition to this Statement, the application comprises the following plans and documents:


Figure 1 - Proposed Alderney Cable Route Plan



Figure 2a and 2b - Typical Cable Route Cross Sections



Environmental Report comprising the following chapters:
o Project Description
o Ecology and Nature Conservation
o Archaeology and Cultural Heritage
o Access, Traffic and Transport
o Air Quality and Health
o Noise and Vibration
o Hydrology and Flood Risk
o Geology, Hydrogeology, Ground Conditions and Contamination
o Land Use
o Draft Code of Construction Practice

1.8

The remainder of this chapter outlines the consultation that has been undertaken on the FAB Link
project, including the specific element of the scheme that is the subject of this application.
Section 2 provides on overview of the landfall and cable route selection process and a
description of the proposed development. Section 3 sets of the planning policy context of the
proposed development, and Section 4 is an assessment of the development within that context.
Section 5 is a summary of and conclusion to this Statement.

Consultation
1.9

A consultation event will be held in Alderney on:


10 August 2016, 2pm-8pm: Anne French Room, The Island Hall, Royal Connaught Square,
Alderney.

1.10

Regular dialogue has been maintained with the Planning Officer at SoA..
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1.11

A full list of consultation responses and how they have been taken into account in finalising the
FAB Link project will be presented in a Consultation Report, which will accompany the planning
application.
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2

PROJECT LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION
Landfall Selection

2.1

Consultants Wood Group Kenny conducted a feasibility study into offshore cable routing (WGK
2014, 2015) between France and Britain via Alderney which included the identification of
candidate sites for the marine cables to come ashore. This report is available on the FAB Link
website (www.fablink.net) The WGK report appraised the environmental, planning, land use and
physical constraints (inclusive of existing accessibility) at each shore crossing, including
consideration of nearshore and onshore cable routes.

2.2

The selection of the preferred cable route between the two shore crossings (or landfalls) at
Longis Bay and Corblets Bay was made in consultation with SoA and followed the imperatives of
the FAB Link project . The interconnector has been purposefully located on existing tracks and
roads for the majority of the route in a bid to avoid or reduce the potential for environmental
impacts. The project lies entirely within land controlled by SoA.

Project Location
2.3

The interconnector will cross Alderney in order to connect a future renewable tidal stream
generation in the seas around the Island. The marine cables, as illustrated in Inset 1, will be
installed in two sections:


from landfall at Budleigh Salterton in Devon to landfall at Corblets Bay on the north coast of
Alderney; and



from landfall at Longis Bay, on the south coast of Alderney to landfall at Le Platé on the
Cherbourg peninsula.

Inset 1: Overview of the FAB Link Interconnector

2.4

Onshore cables will then traverse the Island between Corblets Bay and Longis Bay. A spur is to
be provided at the north end of the route to enable future connectivity to any proposed Converter
Station at Mannez Quarry. The cable route in the main follows existing tracks and paths.

July 2016

7

FAB Link Ltd; HVDC Interconnector Cable: Planning Supporting Statement

Description of Development
2.5

The description of the proposed development is set out in more detail in Chapter 2 of the
Environmental Report that accompanies the planning application. In general terms, the project
will use four (two pairs of two cables) high voltage direct current (HVDC) cables. The landfalls at
Longis Bay and Corblets Bay will be constructed by either Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD)
under the sea defences and beach or open-cut trenching. The marine cables, as illustrated in
Inset 1, will be connected to the land cables in a transition joint bay (TJB) (one per cable) buried
in the ground above the high water mark. Each pit will cover an area of up to 125m2 per pit
(based on 25x5m) and will be installed to a depth of 3m below ground level. From these TJB’s, it
is expected the cables will then be laid to a maximum depth of 2.0m in pairs, each pair in a
separate trench. Each trench would have at base a minimum width of 0.7m and maximum width
of 2.0m, and at ground level a minimum width of 0.7m and a maximum width of 2.5m. In some
sections of the route, space restrictions may lead to all four cables being laid in a single trench.
All trenches will be backfilled and the land re-instated.
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3

LEGAL AND PLANNING POLICY CONTEXT
The Building and Development Control (Alderney) Law, 2002

3.1

Section 6 of the Building and Development Control (Alderney) Law, 2002 (‘the Law’), provides
that the Building and Development Control Committee (‘the Committee’) may grant or refuse
permission for a proposed development, or may grant permission subject to certain conditions.

3.2

Section 7 of the Law requires the Committee to take into account:
(a) the effect of the development or other work on the natural beauty of the area and the
desirability of keeping land adjacent to the foreshores and cliffs of the Island in its natural state;
(b) the degree of suitability of the land to which the application relates for residential or industrial
purposes;
(c) whether the moveable or immovable structure or other work in relation to which permission is
applied for would be incongruous with its surroundings because of its siting, design or exterior
appearance or because of the materials to be used;
(d) in the case of an application for permission to carry out any development of agricultural land,
the degree of suitability of the land as agricultural land, and the loss to the Island (if the
application were to be granted) of agricultural land;
(e) the extent to which the development or other work would detract from the character or the
amenity of the locality concerned;
(f) the effect of the development or other work on roads, traffic, services, public health, parks,
playing fields and other open spaces and the effect on adjoining properties;
(g) the availability of access and the proximity of appropriate services, including roads, electricity,
water and sewage disposal;
(h) the provisions of any Land Use Plan approved by the States.

3.3

Section 8 of the Law states that, with regard to a historic building registered in the Register of
Historic Buildings, the Committee should have special regard to the desirability of preserving the
building and any features of special historic, architectural, artistic or archaeological interest that it
may possess. A similar consideration applies to permissions granted for development within a
conservation area, where the Committee should have special regard to the desirability of
preserving and enhancing the character and appearance of the area of special or architectural
interest.

Building and Development Control (Designated Area) (Alderney)
Ordinance, 2016
3.4

Under the Building and Development Control (Designated Area) (Alderney) Ordinance, 2016 the
site of the proposed cable route is within a Designated Area, within which the Committee can
currently only grant planning permission for certain minor forms of development prescribed under
Section 12 (2) of the Law.
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Building & Development Control Committee Policy Guidelines
3.5

The Building and Development Control Committee Policy Guidelines (‘the Guidelines’) were
approved in December 2008. The Guidelines are used for:
1) Making decisions on planning applications
2) Encouraging suitable development on appropriate sites
3) Protecting the environment
4) Helping to guide public and private investment

3.6

The document contains guidelines for the Committee.

3.7

Section 2.3 sets out a series of policies that are basic considerations that apply to any form of
development in any location. The following policies are considered to be relevant to the
consideration of this application:
GEN1 –Sustainable development
GEN2 – Comprehensive development
GEN3 – Landscape, ecology and wildlife
GEN4 – The built environment
GEN5 – Design
GEN6 – Character and Amenity
GEN7 – Roads and Infrastructure
DBE 5 – Archaeological Remains

3.8

These policies are set out in Appendix 1.

3.9

Chapter 3 of the Guidelines contains a series of policies relating to design and the built
environment, Chapter 4 relates to the Town Centre and Chapter 5 contains policies relating to
Housing. As an underground cable outside of the built up area, none of the policies in these
chapters (with the exception of DBE5) are considered relevant to the consideration of this
application.

Alderney Land Use Plan
3.10

The Alderney Land Use Plan was approved in November 2011.

3.11

The proposed cable route crosses two zones within the Designated Area: the Agricultural Zone
(Zone A) and the Protected Area Zone (Zone B).

3.12

The intention of the agricultural zone, is to ensure, whilst encouraging the continuance of
agricultural traditions on Alderney, that development within the Agricultural Zone is only for the
purpose of appropriate agricultural business. The intention of the protected zone is to preserve
and protect the Island’s natural and archaeological heritage.
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3.13

In both case, the Land Use Plan refers to Section 23 (3)(a)(ii) of the Law which states that
Permission for development:
“should not be granted unless by reason of special consideration relating to the site it would be
unreasonable for such permission not to be granted”

3.14

The land Use Plan Review 2016 will be published in the July States Billet and will be submitted to
the States of Alderney for adoption on 20th July 2016.
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4

ASSESSMENT

4.1

This chapter considers the onshore cable route proposed as part of the FAB Link project against
the legal and planning policy framework outline in the previous section, with reference to the
findings and conclusions of the Environmental Report accompanying the application. This
assessment firstly considers the proposal in the context of the Building and Development Control
(Designated Area) (Alderney) Ordinance 2016.

4.2

The proposal is then considered against the Section 7 criteria, the Law requires the committee to
take into account. Reference is made under criterion (h) of Section 7 to the Land Use Plan. As
the Policy Guidelines document takes the considerations that the Law requires the Committee to
take into account and translates them into general policies, the Section then considers the impact
of the proposal against these policies.

Building and Development Control (Designated Area) (Alderney)
Ordinance, 2016
4.3

As noted above, it is recognised that the cable route crosses an area defined by Ordinance as
‘Designated Area’, where permission to carry out development, other than work referred to in
Section 4 of the Law, shall not be granted by the Committee. Section 12 of the Law defines
various minor development which the Committee can approve in the designated area, such as
the reconstruction and extension of existing buildings, agricultural and public utility works.
However, this does not encompass the type of works envisaged for the FAB Link project.

4.4

Discussions with the SoA concerning the legislative framework within which this proposal can be
considered is on-going, and will be conducted in the context of tacit recognition by SoA that this
is an important project for the Island.

The Building and Development Control (Alderney) Law, 2002
(a) the effect of the development or other work on the natural beauty of the
area and the desirability of keeping land adjacent to the foreshores and
cliffs of the Island in their natural state.
4.5

In terms of the natural beauty of the Island, the only visible sign of the development once
operational will be the potential for access covers above the TJBs, and possibly a series of small
cable route markers.

4.6

The proposed development will not have a direct impact on the Island’s cliffs. The desirability of
keeping land adjacent to the foreshore in its natural state has many aspects to it. The
Environmental Report considers the impact the project may have on the natural state of the
Island (its baseline conditions) in terms of ecology (Chapter 3), air quality (Chapter 6), noise
(Chapter 7), hydrology (Chapter 8), ground conditions (Chapter 9) and land use (Chapter 10).

4.7

In terms of ecology, Chapter 3 identifies where habitat would be directly affected and outlines a
suite of measures aimed at mitigating the potential impact of the proposed development during
the construction phase and a monitoring regime for habitat restoration.
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4.8

The air quality assessment states that through the implementation of the mitigation measures
described in Institute of Air Quality Management guidelines, construction dust guidance should
reduce the residual dust effects to a level categorised as “not significant”.

4.9

The noise assessment has found that whilst there is the potential for significant adverse noise
effects to occur due to noise during the construction of the development, this will be controlled
using specific mitigation measures as appropriate and following the principles of ‘best practicable
means’. With such mitigation, the construction noise effects can be reduced to levels that are
acceptable. The operational development will have no noise impacts.

4.10

The hydrological resource (Chapter 8) manifest by storage in Corblets Reservoir and supply in
the superficial aquifer at Longis Common will be protected from any potential impacts of the cable
laying works.

4.11

As far as ground conditions are concerned, Chapter 9 concludes that there is unlikely to be an
impact on the integrity of the groundwater resource. And that given the previous land use along
the cable route, there is unlikely to be an impact in terms of contamination.

4.12

In terms of Land Use, Chapter 10 notes that a soil handling strategy would be prepared in
regards to the stripping, storage and reinstatement of topsoil and subsoil materials to ensure that
the quality of the soil resources is maintained during the implementation of the cable route.

4.13

When considered as a whole, the proposed development will not have an adverse impact on the
natural state of the foreshore, and would thus not conflict with criterion (a).

(b) the degree of suitability of the land to which the application relates for
residential or industrial purposes.
4.14

The legal and planning policy context of the cable route outline above shows that it is not suitable
for residential or industrial development and none is proposed.

(c) whether the movable or immovable structure or other work to which
permission is applied for would be incongruous with its surroundings
because of its siting, design or exterior appearance.
4.15

As noted above, the only visible part of the cable route would be the potential for manhole covers
above the TJB’s at each landfall and a series of small cable route markers. These would not be
incongruous with its surroundings by virtue of their siting, design or external appearance.

(d) in the case of an application for permission to carry out development of
agricultural land, the degree of suitability of the land as agricultural land
and the loss to the Island (were the application to be granted) of
agricultural land.
4.16

The cable route traverses an area of land which is within the agricultural zone as defined in the
Land Use Plan.

The impact on land use, and in particular agricultural land has been fully

assessed in Chapter 10 of the Environmental Report. Impacts on agricultural and soil resources
would only occur predominantly during the construction phase of the proposed cable route and
would be temporary in nature. As per paragraph 4.12 above, the development of a detailed soil
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handling strategy would enable the reinstatement of the agricultural land quality and, as far as
possible, ensure that the pre-working quality of the agricultural land is maintained following
restoration.

(e) the extent to which the development or other work would detract from
the character or amenity of the locality concerned.
4.17

Where temporary impacts on character or amenity have been identified during the construction
phase, each section of the Environmental Report has set out a range of measures to mitigate the
impact of the development. These are tied up in a Draft Code of Construction Practise (Chapter
11). All land exposed to bury the cables will be reinstated, and the TJB manhole covers and
cable route markers will be the only visible sign of the cable once operational. As such, the
character and amenity of the locality will not be harmed as a result of this development to any
unacceptable degree.

(f) the effect of development or other works on roads, traffic, services,
public health, playing fields and other open spaces and the effect on
adjoining properties.
4.18

The impact of the proposed development on roads is addressed in Chapter 5 of the
Environmental Report. This chapter sets out estimates of the construction traffic generated by the
cable route both in its entirety and on a daily basis. The delivery routes used by construction
HGVs are set out along with the proposed temporary access locations onto the cable corridor
and haul road. Overall, due care has been taken to identify suitable access locations and traffic
management measures so that road safety is not compromised and that the effect on the locality
is minimised.

4.19

In terms of impact on public health, this is considered in Chapter 6 of the Environmental Report.
As stated above, through the implementation of the mitigation measures described in Institute of
Air Quality Management guidelines, construction dust guidance should reduce the residual dust
effects to a level categorised as “not significant”. In terms of electo-magnetic fields (EMFs), the
Chapter states that on the basis of the guidance for EMFs from electricity infrastructure adopted
in the UK and the published evidence to support that, it is considered that the levels of EMFs
from the proposed development would be well below the guideline public exposure reference
levels set to protect health.

4.20

Chapter 10 of the Environmental Report considers the impact of the proposed development on
recreational resources. Limited and temporary impacts are identified in relation to Corblets
Beach, Longis beach, Longis Nature Reserve, the Longis Nature Trail and other tracks and
pathways which walkers and cyclists have access to during construction. Once construction
activities are complete, those recreational resources that have been affected would be reinstated
and there would be no ongoing operational impacts. No direct impacts on playing fields, or any
other open space have been identified.

4.21

The development will not impact on any services, and there are no residential properties
immediately adjacent to the application area.
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(g) the availability of access and proximity of the appropriate services,
including roads, electricity, water and sewerage disposal.
4.22

In terms of access, Chapter 5 notes that the local area for cable route is served by a number of
roads suitable for local access. Traffic management measures have been considered and will be
discussed in full liaison with Highway Officers accordingly.

4.23

Once operational, the development will not require servicing in terms of roads or utilities.

(h) the provisions of any Land Use Plan approved by the States.
Land Use Plan
4.24

As noted above, the Alderney Land Use Plan was approved by SoA in November 2011, and the
development would be within the agricultural and protected zones.

4.25

In terms of the agricultural zone, the proposed development is not for the purpose of appropriate
agricultural business, and so is in conflict with this aspect of the Land Use Plan. Given that the
development of a detailed soil handling strategy would enable the reinstatement of the
agricultural land quality and ensure that the pre-working quality of the agricultural land is
maintained following restoration, there would be no conflict with the objectives of Zone A.

4.26

As far as the Protected Zone is concerned, the Land Use Plan states that the Zone includes a
number of areas which will not be developed unless approved by the Committee in order to
restore or protect a feature/aspect of the Zone. The proposed development will impact on three of
the areas on this list: open dune and grassland habitats (recognised in the UK Biodiversity Action
Plan), the area land between the low and high water marks, the Longis Common Conservation
Area. The development is also therefore in conflict with this aspect of Land Use Policy.

4.27

Under Section 23 (3)(a)(ii) of the Law, permission for development should not be granted, unless
by reason of special considerations relating to the site, it would be unreasonable for such
permission not to be granted. What constitutes unreasonableness is not defined in the Law or
any other ordinance or policy document and it is for the decision maker to make such a
determination.

4.28

In relation to the Agricultural Zone, given that the development of a detailed soil handling strategy
would enable the reinstatement of the agricultural land quality and ensure that the pre-working
quality of the agricultural land is maintained following restoration, it would be unreasonable for
planning permission not to be granted on the basis of its location in Zone A. In relation to the
Protected Zone, Chapter 3 of the Environmental Report sets out a range of mitigation measures
which detail how the impacts on biodiversity can be successfully mitigated. Chapter 4 of the
Environmental Report considers the impacts of the proposed development on archaeological and
cultural heritage resources (collectively referred to as ‘heritage assets’). With particular regard to
Longis Common Conservation Area, the Chapter concludes that the impacts would be limited to
visual change during construction and also noise during construction and would therefore be
short-term. Once construction is completed and the cable route reinstated there would be no
residual impacts and thus the character and appearance of the Conservation Area would be
preserved.
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4.29

When the support of the SoA is also taken into consideration and the benefits of the scheme in
terms of realising the potential of tidal power around the Island, it would be unreasonable not to
grant planning permission for this development on the grounds of conflict with the land use plan.

Building & Development Control Committee Policy Guidelines
4.30

The purpose of the Guidelines, as noted above, is to take the above considerations into account
and translate them into General Polices . This section considers the application proposals against
the relevant polices.
GEN1 –Sustainable development

4.31

The proposed development would be beneficial to the community in terms of the revenues that
would arise from the tidal array project when it comes ‘on-line’. Other direct and indirect benefits
are likely to accrue during the construction phase of this project. Tidal power is a sustainable
form of energy which is specific to its marine location, and this project is likely to make use of the
best available technology and design at the time. The proposed cable route which will support
this future venture therefore complies with Policy GEN 1.
GEN2 – Comprehensive development

4.32

Policy GEN 2 requires proposals to “conform to a comprehensive scheme for the area where
implementation of a project in isolation would be likely to prejudice or inhibit future development
opportunities…” The proposed development does this, including as it does a spur to Mannez
Quarry as the potential site for a future Converter Station for the tidal array project. There are no
development opportunities that would be prejudiced or inhibited by the proposed cables.
GEN3 – Landscape, ecology and wildlife

4.33

Policy GEN3 requires the Committee to take into account existing features of significant
landscape and the appropriate provision of new or improved landscape. The proposed
development is entirely below ground, save for the manhole covers above the TJB’s at landfall
and a series of small cable route markers. All land disturbed during the cable laying process will
be fully reinstated. The amenity of the area of the development would be maintained, and the
characteristics of the Island which contribute to its special appeal will not be lost as a result of this
proposal.

4.34

Policy GEN3 also requires the Committee to take into account existing features of ecological or
wildlife value and the appropriate provision of new or improved ecological or wildlife features. As
noted above, this matter has been fully considered in Chapter 3 of the Environmental Report.
This notes that the proposed cable route and landfall construction compounds lie within the
Longis Common Nature Reserve. Surveys show that the area containing the proposed cable
route supports a number habitat types (although not all of these are ecologically valuable or
sensitive and not all would be affected by the works), which in turn are important in supporting a
number of species rare plant species, a large number of breeding and migrating birds, bats and
terrestrial invertebrates. The Chapter sets out a range of measures which will mitigate the impact
of this development on the habitats and species. Monitoring of the restoration of the habitats
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disturbed during construction will be undertaken in consultation with the Alderney Wildlife Trust.
There is therefore, no conflict with Policy GEN 3.
GEN4 – The built environment
4.35

Policy GEN 4 requires the Committee to take into account the need to conserve and protect the
Island’s heritage, as well as enhance the quality the quality of the built heritage.

4.36

Chapter 4 of the Environmental Report considers the potential direct and indirect impact of the
proposed development on heritage assets.

It identifies the likely impacts on these heritage

assets in terms of the potential for direct physical disturbance and changes within the settings of
the assets and assesses the overall significance of effect.
4.37

The Chapter notes that the proposed development passes through a designated Conservation
Area at Longis Common, and that it is this section of the cable route will have the highest
potential for impact on buried archaeological remains. The depth of the trenches required for the
cables means that material of pre-19th century date is unlikely to be present, but cannot be
entirely ruled out. However there is continuous potential for remains of WWII date to occur within
the cable trenches in this area. The HDD pit to the south of Longis Common Road may impact
on archaeological remains of prehistoric and Roman date, as well as later material including that
of WWII date.

4.38

The proposed development would not impact on the fabric of any structures that have been
designated as Historic Buildings. There would be some changes within the settings of several
Historic Buildings during construction, but these would be temporary and would not affect the
significance of these buildings.

4.39

The construction stage of the proposed development is considered more likely to result in
impacts and effects on heritage assets than the operational stage. This is because there would
be very little visible indication of the proposed development following the completion of
construction and commissioning.

4.40

There is, therefore, no conflict with Policy GEN4.
GEN5 – Design

4.41

Policy GEN5 requires the Committee to take into account the quality of design and materials to
be used, and the siting layout and scale of buildings in relation to their surroundings. As stated
previously, the proposed development is entirely below ground, and no new buildings are
proposed. The only visible elements of the development would be two manhole covers above the
TJB’s where the marine cable reaches landfall, and a series of small cable route markers. Its
design is very strongly influenced by their required functional performance and the need to
ensure safe installation. The proposal does not therefore conflict with Policy GEN5.
GEN6 – Character and Amenity

4.42

As with Policy GEN3, given the mostly subterranean nature of the development, the amenity of
the area of the development would be maintained, and the characteristics of the Island which
contribute to its special appeal will not be lost as a result of this proposal.
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GEN7 – Roads and Infrastructure
4.43

Policy GEN7 requires the Committee to take into account the adequacy of roads and public
utilities to cope with increased demand. The proposed development would not give rise to
increased demand for public utilities. Chapter 5 of the Environmental Report considers the impact
of the proposed development on matters relating to access, traffic and transport in the context of
construction. This concludes that due care has been taken to identify suitable access locations
and traffic management measures so that road safety is not compromised and that the effect on
the locality is minimised so as not to give rise to conflict with Policy GEN7.
DBE5 – Archaeological Remains

4.44

An archaeological watching brief would be maintained during those parts of the construction
programme that require ground clearance and excavation.

This would apply to all of the

terrestrial parts of the terrestrial cable route and possibly also to the intertidal works in Longis
Bay, depending on the method of construction here. A scheme of investigation that provides
details of the methodology to be employed during the archaeological brief would be agreed with
the Committee ahead of commencement of the construction work, thus complying with Policy
DBE5.

Summary
4.45

The cable route crosses an area defined by Ordinance as a ‘Designated Area’, where permission
to carry out development, other than work referred to in Section 4 of the Law (which does not
encompass the type of works envisaged for the FAB Link project), shall not be granted by the
Committee). Discussions with the SoA concerning the legislative framework within which this
proposal can be considered is on-going, and will be conducted in the context of recognition by
SoA that this is an important project for the Island.

4.46

Notwithstanding this conflict, the environmental impact of the proposed development has been
considered as set out in the Environmental Report. This has enabled an assessment of the FAB
Link Interconnector project against the relevant parts of the legislative and policy framework. The
report demonstrates that the proposed development will not have an adverse environmental
impact. The development does conflict with the Land Use Plan, although given the mitigation
measures outlined in the Environmental Report, the sustainability of the project and the support
of SoA for the FAB Link project, it would be unreasonable for planning permission not to be
granted. The development is otherwise consistent with the requirements of the Law and the
Committee’s Policy Guidelines.
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5

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

5.1

The FAB Link project is a joint initiative between three partners in France, Alderney and Britain, (,
RTE, ARE and Transmission Investment) to build a 1,400 MW interconnector linking the French
and British national grids from the Cotentin peninsula to near Exeter in Devon. The route will be
via Alderney, where the intention is to connect a future tidal power station, which will enable the
power generated to be exported to Europe. The interconnector will be predominantly subsea and
an underground section between Corblets Bay to the north of Alderney and Longis Bay to the
south is proposed.

5.2

The FAB Link project would be beneficial to Alderney in terms of the revenues that would arise
from the tidal array project when it comes ‘on-line’, which the cable (the subject of this
application) would facilitate. Other direct and indirect benefits to the community are likely to
accrue during the construction phase of this project.

5.3

The application for the onshore works across Alderney is accompanied by an Environmental
Report which considers the impact of the development in terms of ecology, cultural heritage,
access and traffic, air quality and health, noise and vibration, hydrology and flood risk, geology,
hydrogeology, ground conditions and contamination and land use. Any adverse impacts that
arise as a result of this development can be successfully mitigated. Land disturbed during the
laying of the cable will be fully reinstated. The only visible sign of the cable may be manhole
covers above the underground transmission joint bays at each landfall point.

5.4

The cable would conflict with Ordinance on account of being within a ‘Designated Area. The
development also conflicts with the designations in the Land Use Plan. However, given the
mitigation measures outlined in the Environmental Report, the sustainability of the project, the
lack of impacts on the objectives of the Plan and the support of SoA for the FAB Link project, it
would be unreasonable for planning permission not to be granted. The development is otherwise
consistent with the requirements of the Law and the Committee’s Policy Guidelines.
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List of Relevant Policy Guidelines
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APPENDIX 1 LIST OF RELEVANT POLICY GUIDELINES
Policy GEN 1
In considering proposals for development the Committee will take into account the need for
the development to be beneficial to the community and sustainable in terms of its location,
its design, its use of existing resources and its impact on the environment. The Committee
will encourage the use of design and technology to achieve sustainable forms of
development. The Committee will encourage developments which show regard to
a) maximising energy efficiency
b) reducing use of mains water
c) using sustainable materials
Policy GEN 2
In considering proposals for development the Committee will take into account the need to
ensure the optimum efficient use of land. The Committee will require individual proposals to
conform to a comprehensive scheme for the area where implementation of the project in
isolation would be likely to prejudice or inhibit future development opportunities, or not
represent best use of the land.
Policy GEN 3
In considering proposals for development the Committee will take into account
a) existing features of significant landscape, ecological or wildlife value; and
b) the appropriate provision of new or improved landscape, ecological or wildlife features.
Policy GEN 4
In considering proposals for development in the Conservation area or on a Historic Building
the Committee will take into account the need to conserve and protect the Island’s heritage,
as well as enhance the quality of the build heritage.
Policy GEN 5
In considering proposals for development the Committee will take into account:a) the quality of design and materials to be used; and
b) the siting, layout and scale of buildings in relation to their surroundings.
Policy GEN 6
In considering proposals for development the Committee will take into account locally
distinctive features and characteristics of the environment.
Policy GEN 7
In considering proposals for development the Committee will take into consideration the
adequacy of roads and public utilities to cope with the increased demand.
Policy DBE5
Proposals that would adversely affect areas of archaeological importance will only be
permitted where the applicant makes appropriate and satisfactory provision for mitigation
measures to avoid damage to the remains, or for archaeological investigation and recording,
in accordance with a scheme to be agreed by the Committee. Conditions will be attached to
planning permissions to ensure the implementation of the agreed mitigation and / or
investigations.
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